
As we prepare for the 59th annual Fort Lauderdale 

International Boat Show with an estimated 1,200 

exhibitors and 1,500 boats at seven locations, it’s hard to 

imagine that it started out with just 13 exhibitors back in 

1959 when MIASF called for local manufacturers to showcase 

their boats at Lauderdale Marina. In its second year, FLIBS 

moved to Pier 66 and was advertised via a floating billboard 

that traveled back and forth to New England. Over the years, 

the show moved and grew steadily and by 1976 it boasted 

about 200 boats, which is when Kaye Pearson founded Show 

Management and began promoting the show. 

Immediately, the dates were moved to when the 

manufacturers released the new models in the fall and the 

show was moved to Bahia Mar, setting the stage for decades 

of successful growth. Eventually, Show Management was 

acquired by Active Interest Media’s founder, Efrem “Skip” 

Zimbalist, who sold it to Informa Exhibitions in 2017.

MIASF has enjoyed a close relationship with each of its 

different partners, as they brought new opportunities and 

built the show on previous successes, turning a local city 

show into an international sensation. It seems appropriate 

that what has become the largest in-water boat show in the 

world is now partnered with the largest global exhibition 

company in the world.

Despite that tremendous success, which significantly 

influences the City, County, and State with an $857 million 

annual impact, FLIBS and the marine industry can continue 

to grow and offer more opportunity through increasing its 

participating vessels and entrepreneurs. 

Obviously, Florida has evolved over time, as well, advancing 

from a true seasonal cycle to the third largest state in the 

nation and the largest Metropolitan Statistical Area in 

the southeast. Additionally, its population of 19 million 

is expected to reach 25 million in the next decade. With 

the third largest barrier coral reef off its’ southeast 

coast, Florida leads the nation in boat registrations of 

approximately one million. Simple math suggests Florida’s 

impending growth is good for the future of our industry. 

That said, it is still extremely important for us be amenable 

to change in order to thrive. We must continue to be great 

collaborators by partnering with all levels of government, 

with community leaders, and with other impactful industries 

to ensure no harm comes to us and we remain an economic 

force for decades to come.

Phil Purcell

CEO/President, Marine Industries Association of South Florida
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Faces in the Industry: Aaron Leatherwood, 
    RMK Merrill-StevensNews
Meet Aaron 

Leatherwood, one of 

MIASF’s newest Board 

Members and the 

president and CEO of 

RMK Merrill-Stevens.

Tell us where you are 
from, what brought 
you to Florida, and 
how long you’ve lived 

here. 

I am originally from Houston, Texas and transplanted to Virginia 

Beach, VA at a young age. I returned to the great state to 

attend Texas Maritime Academy where I earned a bachelor’s 

in marine engineering and a USCG unlimited Third Assistant 

Engineer’s License. While sailing in the Merchant Marine I 

upgraded the license to unlimited Chief Engineer before 

transitioning ashore to vessel management and technical 

management roles. My shore career led me to earning master’s 

degrees in International Business and Project Management, 

as well as a Project Management Professional Certification 

through the internationally recognized Project Management 

Institute. I serve as an officer in the US Coast Guard Reserves 

specializing in Prevention and Incident Management/Response. 

Before moving abroad, I had the unique opportunity to work as 

a Project Engineer developing the most technically advanced 

container terminal in North America. The $500+ million APM 

Terminals project in Portsmouth, VA solidified my interest in 

professional project management. Working abroad included 

living in Yokohama, Japan where I oversaw ship maintenance 

and repairs including the care and custody of the US Army 

prepositioned assets. Supporting the US Coast Guard Deepwater 

Horizon Oil Spill for more than one year, I became intimately 

involved in extensive planning and coordination of response 

activities across five states and throughout the Gulf. I relocated 

to Florida in 2011 to shift focus to supporting and building the 

US superyacht industry.

What does your job at RMK Merrill-Stevens entail?

As the President and CEO of RMK Merrill-Stevens I have the 

distinct pleasure to restore an industry icon and re-create a 

brand. Greatly due to Merrill-Stevens, Miami once was the 

destination for yester-year’s superyachts. Today there is a 

massive resurgence of interest in Miami as a destination 

for mega-yacht owners, captains and crew as the Magic City 

experiences amazing growth and world-class development 

unlike any other destination in Florida. RMK Merrill-Stevens is 

perfectly positioned to re-establish high-quality yacht repair. We 

are currently in the process of reconstructing and modernizing 

the shipyard to accommodate haul-out of 70+m yachts and 

provide a clean and convenient facility that clients desire.

How did you get initially become interested in the marine 
industry?

My career in the industry began like many, washing and detailing 

boats, followed by rigging, repairs and boat sales… 

MIASF Business Spotlight: The Loomis CompanyNews
The Loomis Company 

was founded by 

Edwin Loomis in the 

mid-1950s. It started 

as a family-owned 

business and has 

grown to a national 

company with a focus 

on service, expertise, 

and technology. It has 

taken the time to develop its talents, learn from its mistakes, 

and become a stronger organization.

Two generations later, it hasn’t changed a bit. Customers will 

always have a dedicated representative ready to help over the 

phone or via email. Not only does the Loomis Company believe 

that customers should be able to talk to someone who knows 

them, and not just their policy number, it’s their mission.

They continue to learn each day, and never stop driving to grow 

and advance.  Its local roots provided them with the foundation 

of excellent service. Its national growth has provided it with 

a forward-thinking mentality and the technology to provide 

customers with information at their fingertips.

Pictured (left to right): James (Jimmie) Loomis Jr., Edwin Loomis, 

James (Jim) Loomis Sr.

Continued on next page...
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Continued on next page...

Freelance yacht maintenance and repair helped pay the way 

through college before sailing commercial ships as a merchant 

mariner. Now some years later I find myself in a position to help 

others seeking professional development and proficiency in 

their respective trades. My interest in the industry continues 

to grow daily as we continue to innovate and expand the 

capabilities of this industry in the USA.

What is your favorite or most valuable benefit of membership 
in MIASF?

Networking and advocacy are by far the most obvious benefits 

of MIASF. I don’t think either is more beneficial as these are 

very co-dependent. It is the collective body of the association 

that generates the means to drive advocacy and these like-

minded people to follow-through for the benefit of the client, 

the economy and the community. Together we promote the 

development and expansion of the industry creating jobs and 

building the capabilities in the US for both small yacht repair and 

superyacht refit.

Has becoming a member of the Board of Directors changed 
your perspective of MIASF?

Joining a board of directors provides an opportunity to get 

closer to the critical issues impacting marine businesses, the 

industry and beyond in south Florida. It is a means to help 

support the members and help steer the ship to ensure that we 

continue to expand workforce and professional development 

allowing our industry to remain vibrant, and always growing to 

meet the needs of our US partners and global clients.

Describe some of the other community organizations or 
events that you are involved with or participate in.  

I am a long-time member of the Propeller Club of the United 

States as well as the Project Management Institute. I am a 

member of IYBA and I currently serve on the board for the Miami 

Marine Council and US Superyacht Association as well as support 

the Miami River Marine Group. I volunteer with the Parkinson’s 

Foundation and routinely support the Fish to Make A Difference 

non-profit organization to help children with debilitating 

illnesses. Additionally, I continue to support the US Coast 

Guard as an active reservist responding to natural disasters and 

incidents of national significance.

Tell us about your hobbies and what kinds of things do you do 
for fun.

Projects of course!... Repair and maintenance of the house, 

boats, antique cars, etcetera… these hobbies keep me very 

busy when I am not supporting the marine industry or the 

USCG. My family and I enjoy traveling and exploring; we recently 

took up RVing and enjoy spending time in the FL Keys boating, 

fishing and diving. The RV is great for bringing our four-legged 

family members along for the trip. We look forward to a few 

opportunities to go snow skiing and visit out of town friends and 

family each year.

...Continued from previous page.

Caribbean Update 
from IGY Marinas 

and National Marine 
Suppliers
Last year, Hurricanes 

Maria and Irma were 

indiscriminate in their 

damaging paths, but 

most areas in the 

Caribbean have recovered and are welcoming the yachting 

community. Click here for National Marine Suppliers updates and 

provisioning pick up/restocking locations.

Although the Caribbean region was affected by the 

unprecedented weather activity, IGY is proud to advise that all 

its marina facilities, specifically in St. Maarten and St. Thomas, as 

well as all the associated vessel services, are fully up and running. 

Charter and industry stakeholders are invited to visit any of IGY’s 

Caribbean locations, where they will be pleasantly surprised at the 

results of hard work and facilities investment.

Informa Exhibitions is pleased to announce the appointment of 

Lana F. Bernstein as vice president of marketing for the company’s 

U.S. Boat Shows. Bernstein will lead global marketing initiatives 

for the Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show, Miami Yacht 

Show, and Palm Beach International Boat Show -- three of the 

world's largest in-water boat shows -- as well as the St. Petersburg 

Boat Show and Suncoast Boat Show in Sarasota.  

With more than 20 years of experience in the luxury lifestyle 

and celebrity public relations and integrated marketing fields, 

Bernstein has earned a reputation for creating ROI-

Member NewsNews
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...Continued from previous page.

driven marketing initiatives and fostering dynamic relationships 

between consumers and premier brands. At Informa, she will 

work across multi-media platforms to broaden interest among 

new audiences, create innovative guest journeys, deepen the 

exhibitor experience and develop partnerships among like-

minded enterprises.

Bernstein previously served as vice president of public relations 

and marketing for Modern Luxury Media, the largest luxury, 

regional publishing company in the U.S. with 84 magazine titles in 

24 cities across the nation. Her prior experience includes serving 

as vice president of public relations and marketing for Greengale 

Publishing (formerly Niche Media), a lifestyle publishing company 

focused on luxury, city-specific publishing for 11 cities in the 

U.S. Beginning her career in the music industry prior to moving 

into the media sector, Bernstein has launched media properties 

and established major initiatives in Austin, Las Vegas, Atlanta, 

and South Florida.  She created and produced some of the most 

notable events for the 2007 and 2010 Super Bowls as well as 

developed and implemented countless programmatic event tours 

across the country.  

Bernstein has donated her expertise to many charitable 

organizations in South Florida and nationally, such as 

Breakthrough Miami, Women of Tomorrow Mentor and 

Scholarship organization where she serves as a mentor, Teach for 

America, New World Symphony, Miami Children’s Hospital, The 

Humane Society, Chapman Partnership for the Homeless, Mount 

Sinai Hospital Foundation and others. She is a member of The 

Humane Society, Perez Art Museum Miami, YoungArts, Mount 

Sinai Foundation’s Young Presidents Organization and the Bass 

Museum.

South Florida-based ACR Electronics, which designs and 

manufactures distress beacons and survival equipment, has 

upgraded its manufacturing facilities with a new Surface Mount 

Technology line at its Florida headquarters.

The new SMT line at ACR Electronics includes the surface mount 

i-Pulse M20 with multi-conveyor system to provide the highest 

large board handling capability and high feeder capacity, plus 

solder paste printer YCP10 and high-end optical inspection system 

YSi-V for advanced automated optical inspection (AOI) of the 

circuit boards.

Lauderdale Marine Center (LMC) has begun installing new dock 

spaces for large yachts between 90 and 150 feet and expects 

to complete the addition of a total of 35 docks by the end of 

October.

Additional improvements include, “tender row” at the far west 

dock, which will hold about 15 small vessels. The linear docks can 

hold two 100-foot yachts or one larger yacht. Also, a restaurant 

and floating bar are under construction in an existing building on 

the waterfront, and a crew gym has been completed in the same 

building. 

Tavistock Development Company, owner of Pier Sixty-Six 
Marina, has added slips and dockage for vessels up to 400 feet 

long on the north and south sides of the 17 Street Causeway in 

Fort Lauderdale. The property now has 157 slips, representing 

a 24-percent increase, and 5,000 feet of linear dockage, a 

67-percent increase.

The marina has also entered partnerships with 4Ocean and 

#1000Mermaids, which builds habitats for infant coral. It is 

home to two 4Ocean vessels that collect waste on South Florida 

waterways. The organization has picked up more than a million 

pounds of trash globally. Pier Sixty-Six is also currently displaying 

one of #1000Mermaids tail casts of the concrete mermaid that 

will be submerged off Fort Lauderdale beach later this year to 

create a habitat for infant coral.

In 2019, the U.S. Superyacht Association (USSA) will move its 

annual Superyacht Summit from its March dates in Palm Beach 

to align with the Refit Show in Ft. Lauderdale in April. The Refit 

Show will take place April 10-11, 2019, at the Broward County 

Convention Center, while the U.S. Superyacht Summit will precede 

it on Tuesday, April 9, at the same location. The alignment of 

these two industry events will facilitate expanded networking and 

professional opportunities for the marine industry.

Fort Lauderdale-based Voyager Maritime Alliance Group 
(VMAG) now sells a full line of marine fire detection products 

manufactured by Fireboy-Xintex. VMAG decided to become 

a distributor of Fireboy-Xintex products because of its ability 

to provide pre-engineered and custom-engineered fire safety 

systems.

According to a recent article in The Triton, Seahaven Superyacht 
Marina is the newest marina in Dania Beach, Florida. The property 

was known as Dania Megaport and Dania Beach Megaport during 

planning stages. The new Loggerhead marina is on the east 

end of the Dania Cut-off Canal and will have 2,400 linear feet of 

dockage for yachts 100 to 250 feet in length. The management 

of Seahaven Superyacht Marina anticipates opening the facility 

before the end of this year.

Do you have news you want to share? Send updates to pr@miasf.org 

to be considered for publication in upcoming issues of the newsletter.
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New Tenant at MIASF HeadquartersNews
MIASF is pleased to 

announce that it 

has secured a tenant for 

the vacant office space 

inside its headquarters. 

As of October 1, 2018, 

the Junior League of 

Greater Fort Lauderdale 

will rent the 360 square 

foot office space. 

The Junior Leagues are organizations of women committed to 

promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women, 

and improving the communities through the effective action 

and leadership of trained volunteers.

The Junior League of Greater Fort Lauderdale was organized 

in 1937 as the Fort Lauderdale Junior Service League to provide 

the community with willing volunteers in civic and child welfare 

work. The Junior League has more than 500 volunteer members; 

emphasizes leadership training for members; dedicates 

resources to projects that most positively impact families and 

children; and promotes volunteerism and encourages community 

involvement beyond the Junior League.

We look forward to welcoming Susan Garretson, Office Manager 

for the Junior League of Greater Fort Lauderdale, to join us in 

the coming weeks.

Summer Internship Success StoryNews
This summer MIASF 

helped place 

Terence Addrison, an 

incoming senior at 

the South Broward 

High School Marine 

Magnet Program, 

in an internship at 

Stanley Yacht Services. 

Terence’s parents, Jodi and Simon, own Longbow Marine, 

a yacht chandlery company and Terence is interested in 

eventually becoming a captain. During his internship at Stanley 

Yacht Services this summer, Terence got to work as a deckhand 

with Captain Ben Stanley, learning the ins and outs of the job. 

Captain Ben was so pleased with Terence’s work that he offered 

him a part-time position after school and on the weekends. Great 

work, Terence!

Upcoming EventsNews
Don’t miss the Fall 

Kick-Off Member 
Mingle at Frank & 

Jimmie’s Propeller 

TONIGHT! Meet, 

mingle, and munch from 

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

at 200 SW 6th Street, 

Fort Lauderdale. For 

information about hosting an event at your location, contact 

sean@miasf.org. 

LAST CALL! Be sure to join us for the last Maritime Monday of 

2018 on October 1st from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at #00 Saloon, 

located at 307 SW 2nd Street (Himmarshee), Fort Lauderdale. 

You know the drill by now – the first drink for members and their 

guests, as well as some light bites, are always complimentary. 

We will see you there!
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Past EventsNews
About 40 MIASF 

members and 

guests met and 

mingled at the monthly 

Maritime Monday held 

at Shooters Waterfront 

on September 10th. 

Warm breezes off the 

Intracoastal Waterway 

and a stunning sunset were the backdrop to another successful 

member event. 

Last month MIASF hosted its first NetWORK with a Purpose 

event with military veteran job seekers from Mission United 

and marine industry businesses. The event drew more than 

30 job seekers and 50 company representatives and included 

a short program with useful information for both sides. So 

far, MarineMax, Dockside Corporate Services, and Compass 

Logistics & Marine LLC have reported hiring employees from the 

event, and several other companies have been in the interview 

process with candidates they met that night. IMPORTANT NOTE: 

Compass Logistic Marine was approved for a Veteran’s Florida 

Grant for On-the-Job-Training (OJT) and will also apply for a tax 

credit within 30 days.

MARINE INDUSTRY 
MEMBERS:

Lenco Marine
Larry Hawes

Email: Larry.hawes@

lencomarine.com 

Website: www.

lencomarine.com 

4700 SE Municipal Ct.

Stuart, FL 34997

Phone: 772-288-2662

Company Description: Lenco Marine is the true industry leader 

in the marine and boating world – manufacturing not only trim 

tabs but also electric actuators, hatch lifts, switches and the all 

new Auto Glide boat leveling system. Having expertise in electric 

technology Lenco Marine engineers and manufactures all of its 

products to make your boating fun, safe and trouble-free since 

1986. Therefore, it’s no surprise that Lenco’s trim tabs have all 

the high-tech features you have come to expect from one of 

America’s fastest-growing private companies. To put it simply, 

"We make the best boats better!". 

W.E. Johnson Equipment Company
Gary Work

Email: gwork@wejohnson-fl.com 

Website: www.wej-fl.com 

7801 NW 52 St.

Doral, FL 33166

Phone: 305-970-0456

Company Description: W.E. Johnson Equipment Company sells 

and services new and used Marine Travelift boat handling 

equipment. We consult with Marinas who are considering adding 

or upgrading equipment for their yard. We provide 24 hour 

service with our staff of factory trained technicians. Our local 

stock of parts further supports the equipment we sell.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:

Swift Branded Apparel & Products
Brian Swift

Email: brian@swiftllc.com 

Website: www.swiftllc.com 

333 Las Olas Way, CU1

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Phone: 800-956-3718

Company Description: Branded merchandise company that 

offers no charge online ordering tools to make ordering more 

efficient for you. 

Palmdale Oil
Mallory Cheatham

Email: Mallory@palmdaleoil.com 

Website: www.palmdaleoil.com 

911 N. 2nd St.

Fort Pierce, FL 34950

Phone: 800-785-7114

Company Description: Marine fuels and lubricants.

For information on joining MIASF, email Sean Smith at sean@
miasf.org.

Welcome Aboard New MembersNews


