
I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving holiday and 

enjoyed time with family and friends. The extra-long 

weekend is a perfect time to slow down and take a break 

after the hard work and excitement of the Fort Lauderdale 

International Boat Show. With near-perfect weather and a 

strong economy this year’s show was already off to a great 

start, but Informa’s additional infrastructure investments, 

including new tents, flooring, and floating docks, in addition 

to the presence of NBC Sports Network, and two new 

popular events, took the show to the next level. 

The newly-designed entranceway showcasing a 53-foot 

center console high above the crowd and a massive LED 

video wall welcomed visitors and streamlined the process 

for ticketing and credentials, and an elevated Windward 

VIP experience, presented by Delta Private Jets, offered 

air-conditioned comfort and gourmet food prepared by 

renowned caterers, Proof of the Pudding.

New technology at entry gates and ticket booths, 

new security screening systems, and an improved bus 

transportation route also enhanced the guest experience.

The first ever Wine Enthusiast Yacht Chef Competition, with 

guest judges including Alonzo Mourning, Mike Mayo, Nils 

Bernstein, and Kelly Blanco, and emceed by Ingrid Hoffman, 

activated Pier 66 Hotel & Marina with a large crowd to the 

evening event where Chef Eric Davis took the top prize. 

Additionally, NBC Sports Network, which was onsite filming 

for a one-hour special that will be aired on December 23rd 

at 5:00 p.m., created the “Best of Show” contest for debut 

vessels and commissioned a one-of-a-kind trophy from 

industrial designer Derek Jenkins that was awarded to the 

42-meter Mangusta Oceano – Namastè. The five judges who 

picked the winner from seven finalists were Francois-Xavier 

Hotier/President of Ulysse Nardin, Jeff Mihalic/President 

and COO of Delta Privat Jets, Charles Sieger and Jose Suarez 

of Sieger Suarez Architects, and Fabien Cousteau, ocean 

conservationist and documentary filmmaker.

Many exhibitors have provided very positive feedback 

from this year’s show and several expressed that they may 

have seen their best show results ever. Outdoor recreation 

now comprises 2.2 percent of the U.S. GDP and 50 percent 

of that is dedicated to boating and fishing, confirming 

the importance of FLIBS as an economic driver. Now that 

NBC Sports Network will be broadcasting a FLIBS special 

program, we have extraordinary opportunities to showcase 

the size and scope of the show: an $857 million statewide 

impact including more than $100 million a day in direct sales; 

52 countries represented; 1,100 visitors with a net worth in 

excess of $20 million, seven locations, six miles of floating 

docks, 1,500 boats, and 1,200 exhibitors.

Once again, MIASF chartered the 138-foot Grand Floridian 

and hosted multiple special events and meetings throughout 

the show, including the 4th Annual Global Business 

Luncheon with the Greater Fort Lauderdale Alliance and the 

South Florida Business Journal where a panel of regional 

business leaders spoke to an invite-only audience of local 

elected officials and community leaders about the positive 
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business climate and opportunities for improvement, 

such as transportation infrastructure. Additionally, 

the 3rd Annual Marine Research Hub Summit was held, 

showcasing fascinating collaborative research projects 

presented by each of the four Hub universities: Florida 

Atlantic University, Nova Southeastern University, Florida 

International University, and the University of Miami to local 

entrepreneurs, philanthropists, and investors.

The U.S. Coast Guard and Customs and Border Protection 

were also onboard leading important and timely discussions 

on issues like crew visa applications and the new process for 

300-ton+ vessels flying the American flag. As always, MIASF 

welcomed members and their guests onboard for the daily 

luncheon buffet and the annual Exhibitor Appreciation Party.

I hope you had an opportunity to enjoy the show and I 

encourage you to take the time to also attend the Miami 

Yacht Show and the Palm Beach International Boat Show in 

the upcoming months.

Phil Purcell

CEO/President, Marine Industries Association of South Florida

MIASF Business Spotlight: Latham MarineNews
Bob Latham and 

his wife Kathy 

have built a business 

through attention to 

detail, quality design 

and manufacturing and 

providing "real world" 

solutions to "real world" 

problems. When boaters 

of all kinds have an issue 

with operations or parts, they call on Bob who has a relentless 

pursuit of perfection and refuses to build anything that he 

wouldn't put on his own boat.

Perhaps best known for the first marine hydraulic steering 

system and other innovations conceived, birthed and tested in 

the highly abusive sport of powerboat racing, Latham Marine 

provides engineering and component solutions not only for 

competition but pleasure cruising, sport yachts and fishing 

boats. The company also has a long-history of work with law 

enforcement, emergency services and military vessels, where 

reliability is literally a matter of life and death. "Everything I 

build is over-engineered, beyond the industry standard," Latham 

says and his contributions to the industry earned him the 

National Marine Manufacturers Association's Alan J. Freedman 

Memorial Leadership Award.

With over 10,000 parts and 7,000 components - all engineered 

in-house and built in the USA, Latham Marine products are 

hard-tested in the most brutal environments, resulting in robust 

yet light-weight, ultra-reliable marine hardware, used the world 

over.

And just as a love and knowledge of boating have spurred 

innovative, trend-setting designs that boaters have come to rely 

on, the Latham Marine team's drive for "nothing but the best" 

has led to a number of machining process improvements that are 

so efficient and cost effective, they are now used by some of the 

world's best known names in manufacturing as well as by the US 

military and Home Land Security.

The knowledgeable, experienced team members at Latham 

Marine provide personal consultation services that can match a 

solution to any boater's needs, from the most common marine 

components to custom designed solutions for racers and some 

of the best-known marine manufacturers both domestic and 

international.

...Continued from previous page.
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New Caterer for The Flagship at MIASFNews
MIASF is pleased to 

announce it has 

reached an agreement 

with CA Catering, a 

full-service caterer 

and event planning 

company, to manage 

all events held in the 

Flagship Room. Call 

954-920-3911 to book your upcoming holiday party or special 

events throughout the year. Discounts available for military, 

first-responders, and not-for-profit organizations.

Staff Profile: Patience CohnNews
Patience Cohn, 

MIASF’s Industry 

Liaison, has worked in 

the marine industry 

for many years. 

Originally from 

Nantucket, Patience 

started out as a dock 

“girl” and during the 

summer after college 

brought a boat down 

to Fort Lauderdale, where she was immediately recognized 

and offered a job as the first female dock worker at Pier 66. 

Eventually Patience was lured from the land to the water and 

served on various vessels, starting out as a stewardess and then 

becoming a chef, and also serving as a captain. She returned to 

shore in the late 1990s and became a marina manager in Hilton 

Head, SC. After returning to Fort Lauderdale, Patience began 

volunteering at MIASF and spearheaded its legislative priorities, 

eventually joining the Board of Directors and serving for six 

years. Subsequently, she accepted a position as Chief of Staff 

at the association and has worked in a variety of capacities for 

more than 12 years. Her years of experience and her breadth of 

knowledge are an asset to the association, its members, and her 

co-workers.

Miami Yacht ShowNews
Miami Yacht Show, 

owned by the 

International Yacht 

Brokers Association and 

Informa, will move to 

Biscayne Bay in 2019. 

Informa announced 

the move from Collins 

Avenue on Miami 

Beach, where it’s spent the last three decades, to Biscayne 

Bay between the Venetian and MacArthur causeways, on the 

former site of the Miami Herald. The new site is easier to access 

and provides ample parking. Another key factor was getting the 

Miami Yacht Show closer to the National Marine Manufacturers 

Association’s concurrently-running Miami International Boat 

Show, which moved from the Miami Convention Center three 

years ago as it underwent construction. This should make 

exhibiting and attending both shows more cost effective.
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The St. Lucie County 

Commission chose 

Derecktor Shipyard 

of Dania Beach to 

operate a mega-yacht 

repair center at the 

Port of Fort Pierce. 

Two bidders were 

scored on experience, 

finances, project concept, and business and marketing plans. 

The commission could score the bidders’ proposal components 

with a 1 or a 2, and the bidder who received the lowest total 

score would receive the contract, according to the county’s 

bid process. The commission gave Derecktor top marks for 

experience and business, marketing and project concept plans. 

Derecktor received 30 points compared with 45 points for the 

other bidder.

MarineMax recently lent the skills of members of its Houston-

based service team to NASA for a project that will help 

astronauts someday explore reaches of space beyond the 

moon, including Mars. The space agency needed to prepare an 

Orion crew module for transport from Houston to Sandusky, 

Ohio, where it will be part of a flight test. To do that, the nearly 

35,000-pound vehicle, which accounts for a large portion of 

the multibillion-dollar Orion project budget, had to be shrink 

wrapped. The Houston location is adjacent to NASA’s Johnson 

Space Center and has plenty of experience wrapping up large 

recreational boats and yachts for cross-country trips. According 

to a statement on the company’s website, it’s a service the 

company’s team performs on a regular basis for the purpose of 

safely transporting and storing boats.

Do you have news you want to share? Send updates to pr@miasf.org 

to be considered for publication in upcoming issues of the newsletter.

Member NewsNews

New App From Fort Lauderdale Historical SocietyNews
Looking for a way 

to entertain out 

of town guests this 

holiday season? The 

Fort Lauderdale 

Historical Society has 

a new app-guided 

walking tour of historic 

downtown Fort 

Lauderdale, with 20 to 25 images for each of 12 historic stops, 

such as the New River Inn, the King-Cromartie House, the old 

Burdines Department Store, McCrory’s Five-and Dime, and more. 

Download “Florida Stories” from the app store, select Tours, 

then Fort Lauderdale. It’s free! 

Upcoming EventsNews
The International 

WorkBoat Show will 

be held at the Morial 

Convention Center 

in New Orleans from 

November 28th to 

30th with thousands of 

professionals and more 

than 1,000 exhibitors. The WorkBoat Annual Conference will be 

held concurrently, featuring keynote speakers and more than 20 

plenary sessions on the most current regulations, technology, 

and issues facing the commercial marine industry. For more 

information, visit www.workboat.com. 

 

Let’s JINGLE AND FLAMINGLE at the annual Marine Industry 
Holiday Party! Mark your calendar for December 11th 
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from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and join MIASF, IYBA, USSA, and YPY 

at MIASF headquarters in downtown Fort Lauderdale. We will 

be collecting unwrapped toys and gift cards for the Children’s 

Diagnostic and Treatment Center. Cost is $10 in advance or 

$20 at the door. Proceeds benefit the Marine Industry Cares 

Foundation Summer Camp Program. RSVP by clicking here.

Be sure to mark your calendar for the 47th Annual Winterfest 
Boat Parade being held on Saturday, December 15th from 6:30 

p.m. to 9:00 p.m., starting on the New River in downtown Fort 

Lauderdale and traversing the Intracoastal Waterway south to 

Pompano Beach. Known as the "Greatest Show on H2O" and 

the traditional kickoff to the South Florida holiday season, the 

Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat Parade brings together 

our community and visitors from around the world. Visit www.

winterfestparade.com for more information. 

Don’t forget: Set your alarm for 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 

23rd to watch the FLIBS one-hour special on NBC Sports 

Network!

...Continued from previous page.

Past EventsNews
On Monday, 

November 

19th, MIASF joined a 

flotilla that included 

Winterfest Boat Parade, 

Water Taxi, Hard Rock 

Hotel and Casino, 

Lauderdale Yacht Club, 

and Maritime Professional Training in welcoming the first new 

Celebrity Cruise ship in six years to Port Everglades. Celebrity 

Edge offers spectacular 1,000 square foot mega-suites called 

Edge Villas and will depart on her maiden voyage next month.

MARINE INDUSTRY 
MEMBERS:

Ocean Alexander
Justin Abernethy

Email: Justin@

oceanalexander.com 

Website: www.

oceanalexander.com 

2201 Marina Bay Drive West, Suite 102

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312

Phone: 954-530-2033

Company Description: Two generations of one family have 

guided Ocean Alexander for over 40 years. With manufacturing 

in Taiwan and United States, Ocean Alexander's combined yacht 

building facilities make it among the largest in Asia, producing 

models ranging from 70 to 155 feet in length. Ocean Alexander 

is based in Kaohsiung, Taiwan. Its yachts are available in the U.S 

through extensive dealership networks with Alexander Marine 

USA (western US) and MarineMax (eastern US).

SGL Sales and Marketing
Michael Douglass

Email: mdouglass@sglmarketing.com  

Website: www.sglmarketing.com  

PO Box 458

Milan, OH 44846

Phone: 419-656-4775

Company Description:  Independent Sales Agency covering 

the Midwest, Gulf, and South Eastern states. Our product 

lines are focused on the boating industry. We are a team of 11 

sales people calling on the boat oem, trailer oem, and marine 

aftermarket accounts. 

TDW Marine
Zackery Parrish

Email: Shannon@tdwmarine.com 

Website: www.tdwmarine.com 

2436 N Federal Hwy., #247

Lighthouse Point, FL 33064

Welcome Aboard New MembersNews
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Phone: 954-233-0717

Company Description: Responsive Quality solutions for 

engineering, diesel, and auxiliary systems. 

Rejuvenate Marine
Carmen Pino

Email: carmenp@rejuvenatemarine.com 

Website: www.rejuvenatemarine.com 

2301 SW 145th Ave.

Miramar, FL 33027

Phone: 877-959-1234

Company Description: Rejuvenate Marine currently has nine (9) 

products offered for boat/yacht cleaning and restoration. Our 

products were first tested in the salt water environment and can 

handle the harshest marine environments. All of our products 

non-toxic, biodegradable and safe for all marine life. We offer 

wholesale prices for sizes ranging from 24/32-ounce and gallon 

retail sizes and up to and including 1 gallon, 5 gallon and 55 

gallon sizes for commercial/industry buyers such as professional 

detailers, boat dealers & manufactures, marinas and service 

centers. 

InterMarine Yacht Group
Michael Smalley

Email: mike@intermarineyachts.com 

Website: www.intermarineyachts.com  

4550 Anglers Avenue

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312

Phone: 954-894-9895

Company Description: Welcome to South Florida's premier boat 

dealer specializing in quality new and used boats of all shapes 

and sizes! InterMarine was founded in 1995 We at InterMarine 

are proudly appointed dealers for Bayliner, Chaparral, Four 

Winns, Nuova Jolly, Jeanneau Powerboats, Prestige Luxury 

Motor Yachts, Belzona and Dreamline Yachts. We proudly service 

all of South Florida and the Caribbean. You will agree that our 

multiple locations in Fort Lauderdale, Dania Beach and Jupiter 

are strategically positioned to serve our clients quickly and 

efficiently.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:

Florida Silica Sand Company
Joseph Dudley

Email: jdudley@fsscompany.com 

Website: www.fsscompany.com 

2962 Trivium Circle, Suite 106

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312

Phone: 954-923-8280

Company Description: We are a distributor of abrasive finishing 

equipment, parts and media used in metal finishing. We 

represent the leading manufacturers in this industry including 

Empire, Clemco, and Trinco among others. We offer a full line 

of abrasives including aluminum oxide, glass beads, plastic and 

much more. 

KLGN Insurance Group LLC, division of C&C Insurance, Inc.
Greg Riordan

Email: leslie@candcinsurance.com 

Website: N/A

1921 NW 150 Ave., Suite 101

Pembroke Pines, FL 33028

Phone: 954-296-6288

Company Description: A leading independent insurance agency 

providing Property & Casualty Insurance, specializing in marine 

related insurance.

For information on joining MIASF, email Sean Smith at sean@
miasf.org.


