
MIASF decided to refocus the mission and purpose of 

Marine Industry Day (MID) and postpone the event 

to a more advantageous date. MID was originated to help 

increase awareness and recognition of the marine industry 

in the community, emphasize the size and scope of our 

industry, and reinforce the positive impact the industry 

makes on South Florida’s economy. Fortunately, we have 

succeeded in achieving that objective through the increasing 

success of an additional endeavor - the South Florida 

Business Journal (SFBJ) Marine Section and Book of Lists.

Now in its fourth year, the SFBJ Marine Section is widely 

circulated throughout the region and showcases the 

strength and breadth of the industry throughout the year. 

MIASF will continue to grow and expand the content of 

this important publication and its influence both within the 

industry and with our community partners, government 

agencies, and elected officials. I encourage all MIASF 

member companies to participate in this year’s effort.

National Safe Boating Week was May 19th through 25th 

and with Florida at the top of the list for boat registrations 

it’s not a complete surprise that the National Safe Boating 

Council reported that Florida ranks first in reported boating 

accidents and deaths. In 2016, 684 accidents and 70 deaths 

were reported, up by 12% from the previous year. As 

recreational marine professionals, we can all do our part this 

summer to routinely help increase awareness by displaying 

safe boating practices in public areas and encouraging 

boating safety instruction for all new operators.

Thank you to everyone who joined us at the Annual Dinner 

Meeting and Awards Ceremony, which was a huge success 

and featured keynote speaker, Bill Yeargin, CEO of Correct 

Craft, as well as award winners, an Olympic hopeful, a rock 

and roll band, and a great crowd. Additionally, the MIASF 

Annual Report was distributed to attendees and is now 

available in the office. 

Congratulations to newly-elected Board members, Garnett 

Byrd of Marquipt, Inc., Andrew Doole of Informa, and Aaron 

Leatherwood of RMK Merrill-Stevens, and re-elected Board 

members, Dean DuToit of National Marine Suppliers and 

Walter Duke of Walter Duke + Partners. Special thanks to 

outgoing board members Larry Acheson of TowBoatU.S. Fort 

Lauderdale, Gail Ellis of Land N Sea, and Bert Fowles of IGY 

Marinas. 

The Brightline/FEC railroad bridge app is nearing completion. 

The app is designed to give accurate and timely information 

on the closing and opening of the bridge for captains to plan 

trips on the New River. After an initial review, we’ve asked 

for a tweak to the program to include freight train closures 

as well. 

The Google Waterway View app is also expected to launch 

soon, and we are excited to offer this first-of-its-kind tool 

for boaters in the South Florida area. The app will feature 

all MIASF members, many of whom have opted for a premier 

or promoted listing and will have a feature that will allow 

boaters to search for marinas, fuel, boatyards, restaurants, 
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hotels, and more. The imagery of the Intracoastal Waterway 

and connecting rivers and canals that has been captured 

using Google Street View technology is amazing.  Check it 

out here.

I hope everyone takes the opportunity to enjoy the summer 

months!

Phil Purcell

CEO/President, Marine Industries Association of South Florida

Continued on next page...

Staff Profile: Sean SmithNews
Sean Smith, 

MIASF’s director 

of development and 

host of Salty Jobs, 

recently completed his 

10-month Leadership 

Broward experience 

and successfully 

graduated from the 

34-year-old program, 

which is designed to help emerging leaders expand their skills 

and enhance their knowledge of local and state issues, as well 

as leverage their individual passion to make positive changes in 

our community. With orientation days, overnight retreats, and 

monthly program days that are planned by alumni committees, 

participants get a backstage pass to Broward County, with tours, 

guest speakers, interactive activities, and engaging discussions 

during each day’s theme.

Community service engagement is emphasized during the 

Leadership Broward program with local non-profit organizations 

submitting project proposals to the entire class. Sean was 

elected as leader of his project group and was assigned to 

develop a communications and marketing strategy for FLIPANY’s 

Earn a Bike program, a hands-on learning and earning program 

for youth ages 10-17, who learn the basics of bike repair and 

maintenance, as well as safe riding on the roads. 

Congratulations, Sean!

Parker Yacht 
Management (PYM) 

is proud to announce 

the opening of its 

new facilities to help 

support the company’s 

growth and future 

opportunities. The 

PYM facility is in the 

heart of Fort Lauderdale and is convenient to local shipyards, 

Port Everglades and the Intracoastal Waterway. In addition to 

providing service throughout Broward County, PYM also services 

Miami-Dade and Palm Beach counties.

The 10,000-square foot Fort Lauderdale facility is designed to 

provide large yacht repairs and services. PYM repairs and refits 

all makes and brands of tenders, as well as providing the same 

services found in a large shipyard - electrical, electronics, re-

powers, bottom work, paint, gelcoat, fiberglass, fabrication, and 

soft goods, only specialized for tenders.

 

MIASF offers congratulations Maritime Professional Training 

for being honored for outstanding achievement in urban design 

at the 40th Annual Fort Lauderdale Community Appearance 

Awards ceremony on May 10th at the Tower Club for its 

extraordinary S.M.A.R.T. Center on the MPT campus.

Lauderdale Marine Center has received Production Authority 

under its existing Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) designation. The 

designation, provided by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 

allows work to be performed on foreign-flagged vessels while 

they are in the FTZ without having to clear U.S. customs. The 

zones are considered territories that are not in the commerce 

zones of the U.S., and work and products done on the boats are 

considered an export for the purpose of commerce. The FTZ 

benefits also include showing a boat for sale to U.S. citizens and 

traveling for exhibitions or sea trials within U.S. waters for up to 

120 days. 

Member NewsNews
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Active Interest Media (AIM) named Michael Verdon editor-in-

chief for Soundings Trade Only. Verdon has been writing about 

boats and the recreational marine industry since 1990. He has 

been on the editorial staffs of Motor Boating & Sailing, Boating 

Industry, and Boating World magazines. For the last 20 years, he 

has been U.S. editor for International Boat Industry magazine.  

He has also been a regular contributor to Yachting and Robb 

Report magazines. Verdon has won multiple awards for his 

industry reporting and is the recipient of a Boating Pioneers 

award in the Foreign Journalists category.

Starmark recently announced that its creative work on the 

Marine Research Hub brand was selected by the Academy 

of Interactive and Visual Arts as a winner of the 2018 

Communicator Award of Distinction in the category of Corporate 

Identity: Logo – Non-profit. More than 6,000 entries are 

received from companies and agencies of all sizes, making The 

Communicator Award one of the largest awards of its kind in the 

world, recognizing big ideas in marketing and communications.

JL Audio announced that Sportsman Boats has committed 

to extending their agreement with JL Audio for three years 

to become the exclusive audio partner for model years 2019 

through 2021. Models included in the contract expansion will 

include Open and Heritage series of offshore center console 

models and Masters and Tournament series of inshore bay boats. 

This expanded partnership will now feature two distinct audio 

packages: the standard package, included as part of Sportsman’s 

SportLink Electronics Integration System, and an optional Ultra-

Premium M6 upgrade package. 

Robert Allen Law announced the addition of two new team 

members: attorney Cristina Campelo and Public Relations and 

Marketing Director Sharon Abramson. Campelo’s areas of focus 

will include yacht law, immigration law, business immigration, 

crew visas, crew employment agreements, charter agreements, 

international business compliance, trademarks and foreign 

investments. Abramson previously worked in marketing at 

Denison Yacht Sales and was the director of marketing and 

public relations at the Marine Industries Association of South 

Florida. She will oversee Robert Allen Law’s public relations, 

boat show events, email marketing, website, social media and 

other marketing efforts.

Nautical Ventures announced it will be the exclusive North 

American dealer of the new Brabus Shadow 800 by Axopar 

Boats. Developed according to the BRABUS engineering 

principle of using only the best production materials and 

component parts available, each boat is part of an initial 

production run of 20 hand-made examples, referred to as the 

‘One of Twenty.’ Out of those limited 20 hand-made models, 2 

are heading to the United States by way of Nautical Ventures in 

Dania Beach, with availability starting in August 2018. Nautical 

Ventures is currently the number one Axopar dealer worldwide.

Hall of Fame Marina had a memorable National Marina 

Day event on Saturday, June 2, 2018, with local cub scouts 

and cadets from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School’s 

JROTC enjoying an early morning cruise on the catamaran 

"Spirit of Lauderdale, " where the scouts and cadets observed 

demonstrations of life saving drills on the water by Coast Guard 

Fort Lauderdale. The City of Fort Lauderdale's Fire Rescue and 

US Coast Guard vessels were on display on the docks at Coconuts 

Restaurant and the first responders answered questions while 

providing tours of their vessels. An awesome BBQ lunch was 

provided by G&B Restaurant with about 90 guests in attendance, 

who had a great time on the water and on land during this year’s 

marina day event.

Do you have news you want to share? Send updates to pr@miasf.org 

to be considered for publication in upcoming issues of the newsletter.

Waterway ViewNews
The Google Waterway 

View app is close 

to being launched! In 

accordance with our 

partnership, all MIASF 

members receive a free 

listing, although many 

have already signed 

up for a promoted or 

premier listing that 

allows for increased information to be posted, including logos, 

photos, videos, and a link to Google Street View, if available. To 

learn more about how to make sure your listing is predominantly 

viewed by South Florida boaters accessing the app, visit www.

waterwayview.org.
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Marine Industry Skill Gaps and Job Vacancy SurveyNews
Produced by the 

Florida Department 

of Economic 

Opportunity at the 

request of Career 

Source Florida, the 2018 

Marine Industry Skill 

Gaps and Job Vacancy 

Survey focused on 

Miami-Dade, Broward, Monroe, and Palm Beach Counties. The 

Marine Industry Skill Gaps and Job Vacancy Survey was designed 

to provide a statistically valid analysis of the nature of skills 

gaps in the Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) for the marine 

industry cluster. The full report can be found online in the MIASF 

Public Library.

American Boating Congress UpdateNews
MIASF was pleased 

to participate in 

this year’s American 

Boating Congress 

in Washington, D.C., 

where a Visa and 

Cruising License Large 

Vessel panel was 

convened. Moderated 

by MIASF’s lobbyist, retired Coast Guard Rear Admiral Duncan 

Smith, the panel consisted of representatives of the U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection, the U.S. Department of State, 

and Deb Radtke of American Yacht Agents. The Department of 

State committed to sending the correct process for applying for 

both C1/D and B1/B2 visas to MIASF. 

An initiative spearheaded by USSA that would allow vessels 

over 300 gross tons to fly the American flag gained unexpected 

support just prior to the start of ABC, according to John 

Rayfield, staff director for the Subcommittee on Coast Guard 

and Maritime Transportation. Duncan Smith advised that an 

influential yacht owner contacted congressional leadership 

dismayed that he could not fly the flag and the issue, shifting the 

momentum in favor of USSA’s position. Supporters are cautiously 

optimistic that the measure to allow the large yachts to register 

as recreational vessels in the U.S. might pass.

We remain very appreciative of the collective efforts of 

members of the Florida Congressional Delegation who champion 

our legislative efforts, specifically, Congresswoman Lois Frankel, 

Congressman Ted Deutch, and Senators Marco Rubio and Bill 

Nelson.

Past EventsNews
MIASF hosted a 

Better Business 
Breakfast on Fraud 

as it Pertains to the 

Marine Industry on 

Wednesday, May 23rd 

with panelists, Keith 

Perfect – Director 

of Technology and 

Intelligence at Northrop and Johnson, John Tobon – Special 

Agent in Charge and Financial Crimes Expert for Homeland 

Security, and Daniel Dean – Chief Technology Officer at First 

Green Bank. The panel, moderated by Graeme Lord – owner/

CEO of Fairport Yacht Support, focused on wire fraud and cyber 

security risks and recommended second layer of protection.   

Many thanks to everyone who came out to join us at the 

Member Mingle generously hosted by West Marine Fort 

Lauderdale on Thursday, May 24th. Cold beer and hot pizza were 

served up under tents in case the weather turned rainy, but our 

luck held out and the evening was a great networking event 

for people in the business - and may also have proved to be a 

successful shopping spree for some! Contact sean@miasf.org if 

your company is interested in hosting a Member Mingle this year.

Continued on next page...
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The MIASF Annual Dinner Meeting and Awards Ceremony was 

held on Saturday, June 2nd at the Conrad Fort Lauderdale Beach. 

Bill Yeargin, president and CEO of Correct Craft, a 93-year-old 

marine industry company with manufacturing plants across the 

U.S. and distribution into 70 countries, was the keynote speaker.

Under Bill’s leadership, Correct Craft has developed a 

unique culture of “Making Life Better.” Focused on people, 

performance, and philanthropy, the company has won its 

industry’s major awards, including Boat of the Year and Most 

Innovative Product. 

Guests also had the opportunity to meet and hear from Erika 

Reineke, the 24-year-old Fort Lauderdale native who started 

her sailing career at the Lauderdale Yacht Club and is striving to 

represent the U.S. in the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan.

The annual Golden Anchor Award was presented to Andrew Cilla 

of Luke Brown Yachts for his more than 45 years of dedicated 

experience in the marine industry as both a yacht broker and 

owner of a major yacht brokerage firm. 

Karen Reese, Business Outreach and FTZ Administrator for the 

Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport, was a recipient of an Award 

of Excellence for her diligence in partnering with MIASF to 

secure the first recreational marine Foreign Trade Zone in the 

country. 

An Award of Excellence was also presented to Bill Walker of 

the Water Taxi for his community and industry support and 

sharing his vast knowledge and expertise to educate the next 

generation.

The member companies that joined MIASF in sponsoring a 

second home build with Habitat for Humanity Broward were 

each recognized and awarded with the Project of Excellence. 

They are: High Seas Yacht Services, Frank & Jimmie’s Propeller, 

Ward’s Marine Electric, Advanced Mechanical Enterprises, 

Maritime Professional Training, and Neptune Boat Lifts. 

The beautiful venue, fantastic food, and warm camaraderie were 

rounded about by the musical stylings of Good Company, who 

inspired lively and impressive dancing by many in attendance.

On May 16-18, MIASF staff attended the National Marine 
Trades Council hosted by Rhode Island Marine Trades 

Association in Newport, Rhode Island. The three-day annual 

meeting covered important topics, including boat show 

production and management, workforce development, and 

association management. In attendance were representatives 

from 11 states and 4 national/international organizations. Guest 

speakers included Scott Jensen, director for the Rhode Island 

department of labor and Freya Olsen from Discover Boating. The 

National Marine Trades Council is an informal group of marine 

trade associations from across the country that meet each year. 

The council has been meeting since 1972.

Last month’s Maritime Monday, held on May 8th at Boathouse 

at the Riverside, also celebrated the kick-off of Turquoise 

Takeover, an American Lung Association initiative that helps 

spread awareness of Women’s Lung Health Week. Everyone 

wearing turquoise received an extra free drink!

MIASF congratulates our own Lori Wheeler, director of 

operations, for being honored at the 10th Annual Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Broward County 100 Outstanding Women of 
Distinction dinner held on May 10th at the Signature Grand in 

Davie. Along with 99 of her cohorts, Lori was recognized and 

celebrated for her leadership role in the business, community, 

and philanthropic fields. Well done, Lori!

Upcoming EventsNews
July’s Maritime 

Monday will be held 

on July 9th from 5:30 

p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at 

Tarpon River Brewing 

located at 280 SW 6th 

Street, Fort Lauderdale. 

Be sure to RSVP for 

this special Trivia Night 

Edition. Don’t forget, the first drink is on us!

Make plans to join MIASF members for a summer-fun Member 
Mingle on July 17th from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Neptune Boat 

Lifts, 228 SW 21st Terrace, Fort Lauderdale. Hope to see you 

there!

...Continued from previous page.
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MARINE INDUSTRY 
MEMBERS:

ComMar Sales, LLC
Ken Smaga

Email: Sandy@commar.

com 

Website: www.commar.

com 

1445 Main Road

Tiverton, RI 02878

Phone: 401-624-4480

Company Description: As a manufacturer's representative, 

ComMar Sales, LLC specializes in providing sales and marketing 

services to manufacturers of quality marine products. 

The Maritime Executive Magazine
Tony Munoz

Email: Tonymunoz@maritime-executive.com 

Website: www.maritime-executive.com 

3200 S. Andrews Avenue, #100

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

Phone: 954-084-8995

Company Description: The Maritime Executive magazine, 

website, newsletter, and social media platforms form the largest 

audience in the maritime industry.

The Maritime Executive magazine’s articles and editorials set the 

standard in the industry and are required reading for business 

executives and government leaders around the world. Our 

upscale readers depend on us for critical insights into the key 

issues impacting the global maritime industry. 

Tropic Machine Products
Zachary Magin

Email: tropicmachine@att.net 

Website: www.tropicmachine.com 

217 SW 29th Street

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

Phone: 954-779-7038

Company Description: We are a full-service precision machining, 

welding, and fabricating shop that caters mainly to the marine 

industry. 

Liquid Yacht Wear
Kingston White

Email: Kingston@liquidyachtwear.com 

Website: www.liquidyachtwear.com 

1512 S. Federal Highway

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

Phone: 954-523-8875

Company Description: Liquid Yacht Wear is leading the industry 

in customized yacht crew uniforms. Liquid is known by their fun 

styles and leading crew fashion trends. The company carries 

their own line of specialize uniform and brings in a variety of 

styles through world-wide vendors. Headquartered in Fort 

Lauderdale with a store in Antibes, France, Liquid Yacht Wear is a 

key supplier in the Marine Industry around the world. 

Environmental Marine Services, Inc.
Mary Griffin

Email: Mary@environmentalmarine.com 

Website: www.environmentalmarine.com 

111A SW 23rd Street

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

Phone: 800-522-2656

Company Description: In business for over 24 years in the same 

location, Environmental Marine is the Southeast Distributor 

of Dometic Marine Sanitation toilets and toilet parts...we are 

the largest distributor in the US! Environmental Marine is 

currently expanding into many new marine plumbing products 

including marine piping and fittings. Our website is www.

environmentalmarine.com 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:

Trident Ground Protection
Colin Taylor

Email: Sdunn@tridentgroundprotection.com 

Website: www.tridentgroundprotection.com 

1033 NW 6th Street, Ste 208

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311

Phone: 954-306-3956

Company Description: We provide the following types of 

security: armed & unarmed physical security, plainclothes or 

uniform, and camera monitoring

For information on joining MIASF, email Sean Smith at sean@
miasf.org.

Welcome Aboard New MembersNews


