
MIASF is pleased to offer our congratulations to the 

newly elected mayor and commissioners of the City of 

Fort Lauderdale – Mayor Dean Trantalis, and Commissioners 

Steve Glassman, Heather Moraitis, and Ben Sorenson, who 

were sworn in on Tuesday, March 20th. We look forward to 

working collaboratively with all members of the Commission 

in support of marine industry and community priorities, 

including infrastructure and transit issues that directly 

impact us on a regular basis.

We will continue to engage in regular conversations with 

the leadership of Brightline and the FEC Railroad, as well 

as our elected officials and relevant agencies to advocate 

for a solution to increased passenger rail and its impact on 

the continued navigability of the New River, including the 

viability of a 45’ bascule bridge that would eliminate 80% 

of bridge openings, and a potential flyover for Broward 

Boulevard and other major roadways to improve traffic 

congestion and avoid gridlock.

In conjunction with the Greater Fort Lauderdale Alliance, we 

recently released the latest Mega Yacht Study conducted 

by Thomas J. Murray and Associates. The report confirms 

South Florida’s dominance in mega yacht refit and repair 

and credits public policy initiatives like the sales tax cap, the 

refit tax cap, and local status as a foreign trade zone with 

the continued success. Notable highlights of the report are 

the number of mega yachts in the region has doubled in the 

last 10 years and Italy now produces 46% of the world mega 

yacht fleet. An executive summary and the full report can be 

found at http://www.miasf.org/about/library/. 

Our Waterway View project, powered by Google Street 

View technology, is a valuable visibility and customer 

engagement tool for all marine industry companies in the 

South Florida region and the public response has been 

phenomenal. Remember, all MIASF members will receive a 

free standard listing when the app is launched in May and 

promoted listings must be requested through the link on 

the MIASF website. We are pleased to share this opportunity 

with our association partners at U.S. Superyacht Association, 

International Yacht Brokers Association, and the Miami 

Riverfront Commission.

The spirit of community is alive and well within the marine 

industry. MIASF offers its appreciation to the hundreds of 

volunteers and sponsors of the Broward County Waterway 

Cleanup, which, for 41 years, has engaged people of all 

ages and walks of life to join efforts and clean the local 

waterways to safeguard the environment and improve 

recreational activities. Also, MIASF was pleased to lend its 

support to Young Professionals in Yachting, who organized 

an industry fundraiser and silent auction that raised more 

than $5,000 to benefit the victims, teachers, and families of 

the Marjory Stoneman Douglas shooting.

MIASF’s participation in last month’s Greater Fort Lauderdale 

Alliance Mission to Nashville was an important reminder to 

local leaders in attendance that our South Florida marine 

industry is a critical economic driver. While Nashville 
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Member Profile: Debora Radtke, American Yacht AgentsNews
Although she 

operates as a 

bit of a one-woman 

show, Debora Radtke 

has made a habit of 

surrounding herself 

with caring, supportive 

friends, family, and 

dogs. Born in Bayfield, 

Wisconsin as the 

youngest of seven 

siblings, Debora spent her formative years on Lake Superior 

in the Apostle Islands, where she and her siblings developed 

their love of sailing and the water. After high school, she 

attended a small liberal arts college and went on to film school, 

establishing the foundation of her first career as a copy writer 

and video producer.

In 1993, after years of the fast-paced world of video production, 

Debora decided to explore other career opportunities. 

Although she was unsure of what she wanted to do, her brother 

Joe pointed out that the two things she loved doing were 

writing and playing with boats. Since she needed a break from 

writing and he needed a captain for a charter fleet, he urged 

her to get her captain’s license.

For the next two and a half years, Captain Deb also taught 

sailing and created a women’s only sailing program called 

WOW – Women Only Weekends, but in 1995 heeded the advice 

of friends to come to Fort Lauderdale and look for work on a 

yacht. She secured three interviews and was hired by Captain 

Kevin Klar as a cook/stewardess, as there were very few women 

on deck in those days. Coming from a sailing background, she 

had initially assumed the 92’ Cheoy Lee she would be working on 

was a sailboat but was not disappointed to learn otherwise since 

she already knew how to sail and vowed to learn everything she 

could about motor yachts. She continued to work with Captain 

Klar and that yacht owner for the next years, onboard the 92’, a 

112’, and a 142’ – which was when she was able to get back in the 

wheelhouse as 1st Officer in 2000, having upgraded her licenses 

along the way and become well-versed in every position on a 

yacht.

In 2005, when the boat she was working on sold, Deb stayed-on 

and started managing a refit for the new owners, then accepted 

a job as the captain of a 104’ Burger, spent a few years working 

as a captain on various vessels, and even spent a summer taking 

a 52’ Grand Banks through the river system up to her home town 

on Lake Superior. In the fall of 2007, Deb got a call from Captain 

Klar, who asked her to rejoin his team and become the 1st 

Officer and 2nd Captain onboard Ohana, a 154’ Admiral.  At the 

end of 2010, the Ohana also sold.

Deb had earned her 1600-ton license by the Spring of 2011 but 

no longer desired a life at sea. At first, she struggled finding 

balance between part-time sea- and land-based opportunities 

but soon began to freelance, helping friends start their own 

businesses. By the following year, she had her heart stolen 

by a Beagle when she adopted her first dog, which virtually 

guaranteed she wouldn’t be going back to sea. She compromised 

by working locally for the Water Taxi and went back to Wisconsin 

to run an excursion boat, not ready or willing to completely 

abandon her second career as a captain.

Eventually, she accepted a position with an international yacht 

agent, but found it stifling to her entrepreneurial spirit. In April 

of 2015, friends stepped-in again and persuaded Deb to start 

proudly boasts a $6.6 billion music industry, we were able 

to reinforce the fact that the marine industry in Broward 

County alone produces an $8.8 billion economic impact, and 

regionally that amount swells to $11.5 billion.

Congratulations to Informa and the Marine Industries 

Association of Palm Beach for a successful Palm Beach 

International Boat Show!

Phil Purcell

CEO/President, Marine Industries Association of South Florida

...Continued from previous page.
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her own agency, but not before she experienced an emotional 

encounter that truly set her on the course to opening her 

company, American Yacht Agents.

A month prior, Deb received a random request from an agent 

in Baltimore to intercede on behalf of husband-and-wife cruise 

passengers who were involved in a traumatic incident. Deb 

immediately responded, using her own financial resources 

to secure rooms for the couple’s family at a nearby hotel and 

arrange transportation from the airport. When she arrived at 

Jackson Hospital to personally assist the husband, he had no 

idea who she was. As she was explaining her role, a group of 

surgeons and the hospital social worker escorted them into a 

private room. Despite Deb’s objections that she was essentially 

a stranger, the professionals insisted that she stay as the man 

was told of the severity of his wife’s injuries. Deb was there to 

hold the man’s hand as he conveyed his grief and the fact that 

his wife was his whole life. She determined that had she worked 

for a larger company, she would never have been able to make 

those decisions without more specific information about who 

would be paying or how they would be billed. As it turned out, 

the Baltimore agent simply said, “send us your bill.”

Her business took-off strictly from referrals and repeat 

customers and she loves it, knowing that sometimes she’s 

making decisions that just feel right in her gut, like that one 

that started it all. Today, she and her two employees manage 

approximately 25 vessels annually that range in size from 80’ 

to 525’. Her agency is a single point of contact for owners, 

and does everything from accepting packages, to managing 

florists, to scheduling mechanics, and marshalling vessels 

through clearance. Deb explains many of the captains she 

helps are foreign and accustomed to using agents because it 

is a requirement in other countries, such as Italy. Her clients 

appreciate having a familiar advocate who can help them 

navigate immigration issues, visas, and permits through the 

Customs and Border Protection processes.

In her spare time, Deb is devoted to her two Beagles and is 

involved in dog rescue organizations, MIASF and AYSS. She 

encourages boaters to spend more time cruising the U.S. and 

would like to see people adopt a multi-year cruising plan that 

includes the Great Lakes. A bucket list item to restore an old 

boat was recently added to her hobbies when a close friend gave 

her a 24’ V.B. Crockett-designed unfinished Dade-County-pine 

sailboat that she keeps at a yard in Stuart near her home in Palm 

City. She hopes to complete the vessel within the next two years 

with the help of local craftsmen – and maybe a friend or two.

Staff Profile: Lori WheelerNews
Lori Wheeler has 

lived in Broward 

County for more than 

10 years, having grown 

up in Palm Beach 

County after her family 

moved to South Florida 

from Massachusetts 

when she was a child. 

After high school, she 

studied design at Palm Beach State College and Florida Atlantic 

University.

Prior to becoming the Director of Operations for the Marine 

Industries Association of South Florida, Lori operated the State’s 

Traffic & Bicycle Safety Education Program for the Boca Raton 

Police Services Department and served as the City’s liaison 

to the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board. Previously, she 

worked as a customer service supervisor and account manager 

for two local companies.

As an active member of the community, Lori is a member of 

the Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce Board 

of Directors and co-chairs the Chamber’s Marine Advisory 

Committee. She is a graduate of Leadership Broward Class 35 

and chairs the Business Day program for current Leadership 

Broward enrollees. She also serves on the American Lung 

Association of South Florida’s Turquoise Takeover Lung Force 

Committee and will be inducted into the 2018 class of the Boys 

& Girls Clubs of Broward County 100 Outstanding Women of 

Broward County in May.

...Continued from previous page.
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MIASF extends 

congratulations 

to Yacht Décor, Inc. as 

it celebrates its 40th 

Anniversary! Yacht 

Décor was founded in 

Miami in 1978 by Betty 

Cordle, who began 

working in interior 

design at Richard Bertram and Company. When her business 

took off, Betty opened a second location at Marina Bay, which 

was a very popular site at the time, and ultimately moved the 

whole operation to a stand-alone building near Griffin and 

Ravenswood roads, where she employed about a half dozen 

people.

Betty’s daughter, Dana, who is the current owner and has been 

directly involved with the business for the past 13 years, recalls 

spending time at the shop as a child with her sister, organizing 

fabric books, filing, and lugging bags of custom-fitted sheets, 

which were all the rage then, and still are. As a one-stop-shop for 

wall coverings, upholstery, floor coverings, window treatments, 

lighting, and art, Yacht Décor’s scope of work has remained 

consistent over the years, except for one thing – the size of the 

vessel. The threshold for what constitutes “big” has gone from 

about 60’ in the 1970s to now any vessel over 150’. 

Betty built her company with integrity, exactness, and a strong 

work ethic, which she instilled in her children, as well. When 

Dana was replacing wallpaper for a project that Betty originally 

designed 30 years earlier, she was amazed to find a hand-written 

note on the wall, saying “if any questions, call Betty” with the 

same phone number she has to this day! 

A 40th Anniversary celebration will be planned for April, and 

Betty is expected to take a break from her happy, healthy, 

retired life in North Carolina to attend. Although she is not 

actively involved in the business operations, she continues to 

provide guidance and insight and answers the occasional phone 

call from someone who still has her number.

West Marine celebrated the Grand Opening of its larger store in 

Fort Lauderdale on Saturday, March 17th with a Ribbon-Cutting 

Ceremony featuring Mayor Jack Seiler. The first 100 customers 

received a free West Marine gift card valued at $5-$100 and 10 

% of sales that day supported Special Olympics Florida - Broward 

County and West Marine's nonprofit, BlueFuture program. 

Each year, BlueFuture provides much-needed grant funding 

to nonprofit organizations dedicated to getting more kids out 

on the water to enjoy boating, sailing, fishing, water sports, 

boatbuilding and marine science. Other activities included free 

food by Tapenade Top, BlueFuture Kids Zone, Meet and Greet 

with celebrities from Into the Blue, and live remote broadcast 

with BIG 105.9 and Paul Castronovo.

ACR Electronics, Inc. was selected as the South Florida 

Manufacturers Association (SFMA) Manufacturer of the Year at 

SFMA’s annual banquet and awards presentation held at The 

Signature Grand, with more than 400 people in attendance. The 

SFMA celebrates excellence in manufacturing by recognizing 

companies that have demonstrated success in leadership, 

process management, strategic planning, and those that display 

a sharp focus on their customer needs. There were 80 companies 

nominated this year. The SFMA committee selected ACR for 

its state-of-the-art manufacturing, stringent quality standards, 

strong corporate culture. In addition to ACR’s overall company 

achievement, Isaac Johnson, ACR’s RF Engineer was awarded the 

SFMA Employee of the Year runner-up. 

Denison Yachting announced charter specialist, Eva Hiebert 

has joined its team in the Quay office on 17th Street in Fort 

Lauderdale. More than 10 years ago, Eva began her career in the 

yachting industry working on private and charter yachts after 

earning a marketing degree from Florida State University. During 

her time at sea, Eva traveled through blue-water enclaves from 

the Caribbean and Alaska to Canada and the Pacific Northwest. 

Welcome, Eva!

Member NewsNews

Betty & Dana, Yacht Décor
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Salty Jobs Season 2News
Filming is underway 

for the second 

season of Salty Jobs, 

with a new opening 

format and lots of 

exciting information 

about marine industry 

jobs. Coming up next, 

host Sean Smith spends 

the day at MarineMax 

Yacht Services learning about refit and repair. Be sure to check 

out all our episodes here, and don’t forget to like and share!

Board ElectionsNews
The MIASF Board of 

Directors has voted 

upon and approved 

the Nominating 

Committee’s slate of 

candidates to run for 

the five open positions 

on the Board of 

Directors. The nominees 

are Larry Acheson, 

Peter Berkley, Garnett Byrd, Andrew Doole, Walter Duke III, 

Dean DuToit, Chuck Fitzgerald, Aaron Leatherwood, Brian Luke, 

and Jeff Strong. Additionally, self-nominations, which require 

five signatures of bona fide regular members of the Association, 

must be received by April 23rd. Be on the lookout for an e-ballot 

that will be sent out during the last week of April. For more 

information, contact patience@miasf.org. 

Waterway View UpdateNews
The Google Waterway 

View mapping 

project, sponsored in 

part by Boat Owner’s 

Warehouse and 

MarineMax, is underway 

with a significant 

portion of Broward 

County completed. Last 

week, the signature 

mapping boat captured imagery in Palm Beach County and was 

visible from the Palm Beach International Boat Show, attracting 

considerable attention. This first-of-its-kind project has garnered 

international media coverage and more than 250,000 views 

of the imagery online. Additionally, MIASF has been invited to 

join our certified Google Street View content provider at this 

year’s Google Street View Summit being held in May at Google’s 

Headquarters in California, prompting an accelerated release 

date for the mobile app that will be available to the public in 

time for the Summit. Click here to sign up for an upgraded listing 

or schedule a virtual tour video. When you see the specially-

wrapped 35’ Boston Whaler, sponsored by MarineMax, mapping 

the local waterways, help spread the word by taking a photo 

and sharing on social media with #waterwayview. For more 

information, contact kelly@miasf.org.   
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Habitat for HumanityNews
Advanced 

Mechanical 
Enterprises joined 

with MIASF as a builder 

sponsor of Habitat for 

Humanity of Broward 

to help build homes 

for families in need of 

shelter. The recipient of 

this year’s home is an Army veteran and his family. On Saturday, 

March 17th, AME employees helped put the final touches on 

the interior and exterior paint of two Habitat houses that are 

part of a neighborhood transformation. We are proud of our 

members who are passionate about the area in which they live 

and work and are committed to reinvesting in their community 

and making it a better place to live.

Frank Herhold Memorial ScholarshipNews
We have a 

scholarship 

winner! Sheri Rahman, 

a graduate student 

concentrating in 

marine biology at the 

Halmos College of 

Natural Sciences and 

Oceanography at Nova 

Southeastern University, has been awarded the Frank Herhold 

Memorial Scholarship of $1,000. Her research project will 

include a meta-analysis to determine the risks associated with 

filter-feeding organisms in the consumption of microplastics. 

A portion of her research will look at the effects on the south 

Florida marine environment. Congratulations, Sheri!

Past EventsNews
MIASF and the 

Marine Industry 

Cares Foundation 

announced the 

collection of 32 tons 

of trash from 31 sites 

around the County 

during the 41st Annual 
Broward County 

Waterway Cleanup, which was held on Saturday, March 3, 

2018.

More than 1,250 volunteers on land and in 117 boats spent the 

morning collecting litter and debris during the County’s largest 

and longest running environmental event, before celebrating at 

the Trash Bash volunteer thank you party held this year at the 

Lauderdale Small Boat Club, where MIASF distributed $1,000 

to the top two middle school and high school art and essay 

scholarship winners and hundreds more to runners up.

Sponsored by the Florida Inland Navigation District (F.I.N.D.), 

Broward County, North Springs Improvement District, National 

Save the Sea Turtle Foundation, Project Anodyne, JM Family 

Enterprises, and many more organizations, the annual event 

resulted in the recovery of typical items like tires, 

Continued on next page...



PAGE

07Marine Industry Association Newsletter March 2018 | MIASF.ORG< Back

shopping carts, and lawn furniture, but this year included some 

unusual items, such as an air hockey table, a commode, and a 

sonar sounder.

Mark your calendar and join us again next year to clean up 

our waterways on March 2, 2019! Contact Nicole Hoekstra at 

nicole@miasf.org for sponsorship information.

On Wednesday, March 14th, MIASF hosted a sold-out Member 
Business Luncheon at the Lauderdale Yacht Club, where CEO/

President, Phil Purcell, provided an in-depth update on MIASF 

initiatives and activities, including Salty Jobs Season 2 and 

talks to participate in a job board, Google Waterway View and 

MIASF’s invitation to the Annual Google Street View Summit in 

California, the 41st Annual Broward County Waterway Cleanup 

trash totals, the success of a recent YPY fundraiser in support 

of Marjory Stoneman Douglas families, the Nantucket Project 

Road Show, the Greater Fort Lauderdale Alliance Mission to 

Nashville, a post-FLIBS one-hour national broadcast special that 

will air in December, the upcoming Fourth Annual South Florida 

Business Journal Marine Section, and more. In addition, Thomas 

Murray presented the findings of the latest mega yacht study, 

and Charlie Dudley and Kelly Skidmore offered a state legislative 

update. Whew! Our next member business event will be a 

breakfast meeting with specialists on the topic of cyber security 

that you won’t want to miss.

The MIASF staff was excited to be invited on a special Urban 
Land Institute TOD (transit-oriented development) Brightline 
tour organized by the Women’s Leadership Initiative. We 

boarded the train at the Fort Lauderdale station in the afternoon 

and arrived at the West Palm Beach station in just over 30 

minutes. There, we learned from the City’s Director of Economic 

Development about the exciting private-sector development 

that is occurring in the vicinity of the station in downtown 

West Palm Beach, including an adjacent 24-story luxury rental 

apartment building with 10,000 square feet of ground-floor 

retail space.

...Continued from previous page.

Upcoming EventsNews
Join us on April 

9th for Maritime 
Monday at Tarpon 

River Brewing located 

at 280 SW 6th Street in 

Fort Lauderdale from 

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

for networking and 

camaraderie. Members 

and their guest receive a complimentary beverage and lite-bites. 

Hope to see you there!

The 22nd Annual Plywood Regatta, Saturday, April 14th and 
Sunday, April 15th
The Plywood Regatta honors the craft of boat building and the 

excitement of recreational boating. A maximum of 38 teams of 

middle school, high school, and marine technical school students 

will attempt to build sea-worthy vessels using simple hand-tools 

and only the supplied materials of plywood, 3M 5200 fast cure 

caulk, and zip ties. Once the boats are completed, students paint 

and decorate their team boats. On Sunday, participants will 

compete in a friendly rivalry when the finished boats line up and 

race in a series of heats to determine an event champion.

All Plywood Regatta proceeds benefit South Florida’s marine 

industry education programs and the Plywood Regatta 

Scholarship Fund. The aim of these programs is to encourage 

marine education and develop students’ interest in the marine 

industry. Learn more at http://plywoodregatta.org/. 

The 9th Annual Marine Industry Cares Foundation Spin-a-
Thon will be held on Friday, April 27th from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 

p.m. at D.C. Alexander Park at Fort Lauderdale Beach.

Spin-a-thon is a 4-hour crowdfunding event where 50 teams 

on 50 spin bikes ride and keep their bikes going non-stop. This 

high energy and fun-filled afternoon raises money for MICF 

initiatives and programs that support the children and families 

in our community. The registration fee is $35 before the March 

31st Early Bird deadline and $50 after. “Exercise” your charitable 

side by signing up, joining a team, or donating. It’s easy and fun! 

For more information or to register, click here: https://www.

marineindustrycares.org/spin-a-thon-2018/  
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MARINE INDUSTRY 
MEMBERS:

Edgewater Resources, 
LLC
Penny Cutt

Email: lpatterson@

edgewaterresources.

com 

Website: www.edgewaterresources.com 

7501 NW 4th Street, Suite 208

Plantation, FL 33317

Phone: 954-400-1401

Company Description: Edgewater Resources, with locations 

in Michigan and Florida, is a leader in sustainable marina 

and waterfront design and development. Utilizing a unique 

collaborative approach, Edgewater Resources creates 

mixed-use developments that are beautiful, functional, and 

financially feasible by bringing together a team of professionals 

in architecture, civil and marina engineering, landscape 

architecture, environmental science, survey, real estate 

development and finance.

Motor Service Hugo Stamp
Jorge Lang

Email: Jorge.Lang@MSHS.com 

Website: www.MSHS.com 

3190 SW 4 Avenue

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

Phone: 954-763-3660

Company Description: MSHS provides global turnkey solutions 

for the yachting industry. Through innovative products and 

services, MSHS specializes in testing, maintenance, repair, and 

overhaul of all types of yacht equipment. 

VIKAND
Iris Saleh

Email: iris.saleh@vikand.com 

Website: www.vikand.com 

1001 S. Andrews Avenue, Suite 120

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

Phone: 754-265-3602

Company Description: Since 2010 VIKAND has provided medical 

services to the maritime community.

VIKAND Medical Solutions: We deliver consistent and 

comprehensive medical services and care to the maritime 

industry, anywhere in the world, adhering to maritime medical 

and flag state regulations and guidelines. Our services are 

available when and where our clients require them, with 

uniform standards, regardless of where the services are 

performed. VIKAND Technology Solutions: Through VIKAND 

Technology Solutions we provide customized air and surface 

decontamination systems that are patented and FDA approved 

to address mold, VOCs, odors and pathogens.

Blue Water Desalination
Jim Santa

Email: jim@bwdesal.com 

Website: www.bluewaterdesalination.com 

1930 E. Carson Street, Suite 103

Long Beach, CA 90810

Phone: 310-684-1467

Company Description: Blue Water Desalination produces reverse 

osmosis watermaker systems ranging from 200 GPD to 3,400 

GPD (755 LPD to 12,870 LPD) available with fully automatic or 

semi-automatic operation. Systems can be configured in modular 

component style for flexibility of installation or compact frame 

style where adequate space is available. 

H.S. White Co.
Amanda Shurte

Email: amanda@uipintl.com 

Website: www.hswhite.com 

1350 S. Dixie Hwy E.

Pompano Beach, FL 33060

Phone: 954-785-6760

Company Description: H.S. White Corporation is a leading 

supplier of Marine Products and Marine Services. We carry a 

large inventory of Marine and Industrial Supplies, including 

Sheet Rubber and Gaskets, Rubber and Metal Expansion Joints, 

Hydraulic Hose, Fittings and Adapters, Marine and Industrial 

Hose and Fittings, Fuel Hose, Exhaust Bellows, Matting and 

Metal Hose. 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:

Shirts R Us of Hollywood, Inc.
Lydia Kruger

Email: sru1861@aol.com 

Website: www.shirtsrus.biz 

1861 S. State Road 7

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33317

Company Description: The One-Stop shop for embroidery, 

(digitizing set up ONLY $40 one-time cost) screen printing, 

DTG, Laser and sublimation printing on garments, towels, gifts, 

promotional items, etc. Family owned and operated. Serving 

the globe for over 25 years. Conveniently located 

Welcome Aboard New MembersNews
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1/2 mile north of I-595 on the west side of State Rd. 7 (441) 

Only 7 minutes from the port and airport. Most work done on 

the premises. Full showroom with over 300 garments and 100 

promotional items. Sales staff to assist in helping you to find 

the perfect products for your needs. Open 6 days a week. Rush 

service available.

For information on joining MIASF, email Sean Smith at sean@
miasf.org.


