
I hope everyone is enjoying the summer so far and had an 

opportunity to celebrate the Fourth of July with friends 

and family and maybe took some time to watch the exciting 

FIFA World Cup matches that led up to the championship 

game between France and Croatia. 

With just three months to go until opening day of the 59th 

Annual Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show, MIASF is 

busy getting ready for another great event. Once again, we 

will be hosting the MIASF Hospitality Lounge aboard the 128’ 

Grand Floridian, with daily lunch for members and guests, 

special events, cocktail receptions, as well as the highly 

anticipated annual Exhibitor Party. Adding an additional 

level of excitement, the production crew for the NBC Sports 

Network post-show television special will be headquartered 

with us on the first deck. 

As you may know, the Fort Lauderdale City Commission 

recently granted approval to the proposed plan to marry 

Pier 66 and what has been known as the Sails Marina, 

allowing for a 15-year window for development. MIASF and 

Informa are working closely with the owner and developers 

of the property to ensure that it will continue to be available 

as one of FLIBS seven indispensable locations. 

Exhibitors and visitors can expect more infrastructure 

improvements at FLIBS, including a newly designed and 

streamlined entranceway, improved food selections, and 

simplified catering options. 

We remain engaged on public policy issues that have the 

potential to impact and effect our members and have 

publicly opposed the Florida Department of Transportation 

study as well as the consideration of a pedestrian bridge 

over the New River – the lifeline of the marine industry. 

Understanding that freight trains cannot withstand 

significant inclines, we continue to advocate for passenger 

rail over the New River to be diverted to a new 45’ or higher 

bascule bridge that would be carried to the north side of 

Broward Boulevard, reducing navigational delays on the river 

and eliminating the inconvenience and gridlock of vehicles 

traveling east and west on Broward Boulevard stopping 

continuously for passenger trains. 

We are keeping a close eye on the impact of increased steel 

and aluminum tariffs and are relieved that our insightful 

implementation of the first-ever recreational boating 

Foreign Trade Zone will shield participating sites from the 

imposition of the additional costs.

Phil Purcell

CEO/President, Marine Industries Association of South Florida
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MIASF Business Spotlight: Lauderdale MarinaNews
In 1948, the site of the 

marina was a closed, 

highly secret research 

station for submarine 

torpedoes of World War 

II. It was so far "out of 

town" that the police 

pistol firing range was 

on the same dirt road, 

SE 15th Street, at what 

is now Cordova Road. Lauderdale Harbors and many of the other 

undeveloped islands were simply tree covered and sometimes 

swampy leftovers from the great 1926 Florida real estate crash.

From the marina site there was no evidence of the existence 

of the City of Fort Lauderdale, no buildings on the horizon, no 

building at all in what is now Harbor Beach and of course no 17th 

Street Causeway Bridge. Cruising boats often stopped to ask, 

"how far is Fort Lauderdale", and found it hard to believe that 

they could fill their water tanks with city water via a small pipe 

about a half mile long installed by the Navy.

Current yachtsmen find it hard to believe that the many islands 

and peninsulas that make up the city were not built for boats. 

The canals were dredged to provide enough fill to make the 

swampy east side of Fort Lauderdale into saleable real estate. 

Lauderdale Marina has grown with the city. Now one of the 

major fuel docks on the Intracoastal Waterway, the marina 

provides dockage, boat sales, parts and repair services, and in its 

59th year took over operation of the well-known restaurant on 

the property, 15th Street Fisheries, which has been a landmark 

eatery on the waterway since 1978.

The fuel dock at Lauderdale Marina continues to thrive today 

and provides much needed services to the South Florida boating 

community. In 2016, the marina installed a high-resolution dock 

cam presenting live views of the marina's docks, 17th Street 

Bridge and the Intracoastal Waterway. The cam has become 

one of the most popular on the entire EarthCam network. 

Lauderdale Marina is indeed a landmark along the Intracoastal 

Waterway, just minutes from the inlet to the Atlantic Ocean at 

Port Everglades.

Congratulations to 

Water Taxi for the 

fifth consecutive year of 

receiving TripAdvisor’s 

Hall of Fame Award 

and 2018 Certificate 

of Excellence for 

consistently high ratings 

from travelers. Well 

done!

Jerry’s Marine Service general manager Jim Zimmerman is 

retiring after nearly three decades with the Fort Lauderdale-

based distribution company. A New Orleans native, Zimmerman 

has been at the helm of Jerry’s Marine since he arrived in Fort 

Lauderdale in 1990. Zimmerman and his wife, Diane, plan to 

relocate somewhere along the East Coast. “Our best wishes 

and thanks will travel with them,” national sales manager Paul 

Wohlrab said.

When the Marine Industry Cares Foundation wrapped up its 

2018 Marine Industry Immersion Summer Camp at Stranahan 

High School on July 19th, it capped summer vacation camp 

experiences for more than 50 Broward County students. It was 

the second of two 2-week summer camps hosted by MICF in 

partnership with Children’s Services Council, YMCA, and Hispanic 

Unity of Florida, with the first event at Dillard High School in 

June. 

“I enjoy being an instructor for MICF Summer Camps because 

I can see the spark when these kids realize how many 

opportunities they have in the marine industry,” said Steve 

Szoke, Dillard High School Engineering Teacher and MICF Camp 

Instructor. “I see them get excited about learning and their 

enthusiasm as they tour places like MPT and get into the hands-

on activities like the Propeller Design, Build & Race activity, and 

building the SeaPerch ROVs,” he added.  

MICF runs the camps with support from the Marine Industries 

Association of South Florida and association members like 

Maritime Professional Training, Frank & Jimmie’s Propeller, and 

Medical Support Offshore, as part of their mission to positively 

Member NewsNews

Continued on next page...
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Continued on next page...

impact youth through Science, Technology, Engineering & Math 

initiatives. Funding from MICF events like the Annual Spin-a-thon 

support the Foundation and its programs like the camps, which 

MICF has hosted since 2015. 

The Florida Inland Navigation District, better known as F.I.N.D., 

received the Western Dredging Associations 2018 Environmental 

Excellence Award for Navigational Dredging for their work to 

deepen the Intracoastal Waterway in Fort Lauderdale from 10 

feet to 17 feet. We appreciate all they do!

 

South Florida-based FB Marine Group has acquired Fort 

Lauderdale-based yacht management and service company, 

Shield Marine. Jeff West, founder of Shield Marine, will remain 

in a business development role and oversee all day-to-day 

operations of the newly named division, FB Shield Marine. West 

will also focus on operations and client retention.

Founded in 2010 by Matthew Hayes and Jeff West, Shield Marine 

provides personalized yacht management service connected to 

the day-to-day operational requirements of many yachts in South 

Florida and around the globe. The company's specialties include 

diesel engine services, hydraulics, electrical troubleshooting, 

marine air conditioning systems, bottom painting, and full-

service maintenance programs.

FB Marine Group is a family owned and operated business, 

founded in 1994 by Randy and Kim Sweers. The company 

operates luxury marine dealerships in Pompano Beach, Fort 

Lauderdale and Miami Beach, Fla. and Cleveland, Ohio, offering 

sales, brokerage, charter, service, financing, parts, paint and 

fiberglass repair services. FB Marine Group has more than 40 

employees, including factory Mercury, Yamaha, Volvo, and 

Formula trained service technicians.

Suntex Marina Investors announced today the appointment of 

Rich Carter to the position of Chief Operating Officer.

In his new role, Carter is primarily responsible for the overall 

service experience at all Suntex Marinas. Defining and enhancing 

company culture, Carter is charged with efficient and effective 

deployment of Home Office resources and processes across the 

Suntex portfolio of properties.

Prior to joining Suntex, Carter was a division president for Troon 

– the world’s largest third-party management company for golf 

and club related assets. Prior to that, he served as vice president 

of business development sourcing and negotiating over 40 

management and advisory service contracts on behalf of Troon. 

His operational experience stems from 15 years as a general 

manager, which led him to three different countries and six 

different states, overseeing everything from small private clubs 

to high-volume resort destinations. In 2010, Carter was honored 

by Golf Inc. Magazine as the “3rd Most Admired Operator in the 

US” as voted by his peers. In total, he served with Troon for over 

20 years and was an integral part of the company’s growth from 

a single property in 1990 to nearly 300 locations worldwide and 

over billion dollars in assets under management. Prior to his time 

with Troon, Carter worked for both Hyatt Hotels and Resorts and 

the Williams Hospitality Group in a variety of operational roles. 

He graduated with Honors with a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Finance from Florida State University.

Do you have news you want to share? Send updates to pr@miasf.org 

to be considered for publication in upcoming issues of the newsletter.

...Continued from previous page.

FLIBS TicketsNews
MIASF Members 

receive specially 

priced guest tickets 

for the 59th Annual 

Fort Lauderdale 

International Boat 

Show being held from 

Wednesday, October 

31st to Sunday, 

November 4, 2018.

The “Prime Time 

Preview” on opening day is offered to professionals in the 

marine industry and patrons who want to get a head start on 

the General Admission crowds. The Prime Time Preview ticket is 

available to MIASF members at $27.50 each. The box office price 

for Prime Time Preview is $51.00.

General Admission guest tickets are valid any one day between 

Thursday and Sunday at $18.00 each, with a minimum order of 

ten tickets required. Regular adult admission is $33.00, making 

these tickets an excellent value.

Please utilize this link to request a Marine Trade Credential, 

Prime Time Tickets and/or Exhibitor Guest Tickets.

The trade credential is offered to principals and associates 
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FTZ UpdateNews
As you know, MIASF 

partnered with 

the Fort Lauderdale 

Executive Airport 

Foreign Trade Zone 

241 to create the first 

recreational boating 

FTZ in the country. This 

has become especially 

important because of the United States’ recent imposition 

of tariffs on steel (25%) and aluminum (10%), as an FTZ is 

considered territory not in commerce of the United States and 

therefore not subject to regulations. 

In other words, a new or pre-owned yacht that is for sale 

and stored in an FTZ-designated marina does not pay duty 

on the sale. Additionally, for those FTZ sites that have 

obtained production authority like Lauderdale Marine Center, 

components for installation on foreign-flagged yachts, such as 

engines, valves, copper (60% tariff), and most of the 818 vessel 

commodities that come from China, Canada, and eventually the 

European Union, are free of duty, providing a major tool to FTZ 

operators and substantial savings to owners. 

Without the imposition of tariffs and duties, the Fort Lauderdale 

recreational marine FTZ is a significant benefit to our marine 

industry and the only one of its kind in the world.

in marine-related businesses. This credential is available for 

$225.00 with presentation of a formal business card.  (A spousal 

credential may be ordered without a business card). The Marine 

Trade Credential allows access during all show hours, including 

Prime Time Preview on opening day.  

Show hours are: 

Wednesday, October 31st from 12 noon to 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 1st from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Friday, November 2nd from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 3rd from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, November 4th from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

...Continued from previous page.

Waterway View AppNews
The eagerly awaited 

Waterway View 

app is ready to launch! 

After months of work 

capturing images of the 

Intracoastal Waterway 

from Palm Beach 

County to Ocean Reef, 

as well as countless 

hours populating 

the map with several 

hundred MIASF member companies and promoted listings, the 

app is ready for its initial release. If you haven’t already, be sure 

to visit www.waterwayview.us and verify that the information 

on your business is accurate. As you navigate through the web 

app, please remember that the mobile version, which has been 

submitted for approval to the Apple Store and Google Play 

Store, will appear in a slightly different format and that it is 

typical for some initial bugs to need to be resolved. We thank 

you in advance for helping us work through any issues you 

may encounter. The Waterway View app is a powerful tool for 

boaters and we are very excited to have partnered with a trusted 

Google content provider to offer this app free to the public. The 

imagery is amazing, and we are confident the downloads will be 

off the chart! 

We are especially proud of the app icon that was designed by 

Lori Wheeler, MIASF’s director of operations. Following strict 

guidelines and using her extraordinary talent, Lori was able to 

capture the perfect icon to represent the Waterway View.
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Summer InternsNews
MIASF extends its 

sincere gratitude 

to the companies 

who hired student 

interns this summer 

through the efforts 

of the Workforce and 

Education Committee. 

Connecting students 

with our marine 

businesses is an ideal way to build our future workforce and 

instill a lifelong appreciation for recreational boating. 

Many thanks to Advanced Mechanical Enterprises, Denison 

Yachting, Frank & Jimmie’s Propeller, Stanley’s Yacht Service, and 

West Marine for hiring summer interns.

Leadership Broward Class XXXVIINews
Congratulations to 

Nicole Hoekstra, 

MIASF’s Administrative/

Events Coordinator, for 

her acceptance into the 

37th Class of Leadership 

Broward, the premier 

leadership development 

program designed for 

adults who currently hold leadership positions and are involved 

in their community. During the 10-month long program, Nicole 

will be given the opportunity to develop a wealth of knowledge 

about Broward County, to build a valuable contact network, to 

learn facilitative leadership skills, and to experience the feeling 

of making a positive difference in our community through a 

team community project. Good Luck, Nicole!

MIASF DirectoryNews
It’s that time of year 

again! Please review 

your company listing 

and make any desired 

changes to the company 

listing by visiting www.

miasf.org/login and 

clicking on “Edit My 

Profile”. As a reminder, 

the username is the email address on file for the account. 

Company fields that appear blank do not currently have any 

information submitted. Pay special attention to Company 

Categories and Company Description and verify the number 

of categories selected does not exceed four and the company 

description is limited to 500 characters or less. Any listing not 

in compliance will be edited at MIASF’s discretion. Bundle 

Members, please notify your Account Administrator.
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Past EventsNews
Maritime Monday 

Trivia with YPY

MIASF joined 

forces with Young 

Professionals in 

Yachting on July 9th for 

a fun and entertaining 

evening of marine 

industry trivia at the 

Tarpon River Brewery. About 60 people came out to participate 

on a team or cheer on co-workers through two rounds of 

intriguing questions. Winners received coveted prizes like 

restaurant gift cards and Yeti cups.

Member Mingle at Neptune Boat Lifts

Another great summer Member Mingle happened on Tuesday, 

July 17th at Neptune Boat Lifts. From 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

dozens of people were treated with special tours of the 

expansive facility, with multiple bar set ups, and a bountiful 

buffet of delicious food, including home made cannoli! A good 

time really was had by all. Thanks for the hospitality, Neptune!

Supporting Marine ResearchNews
This past June, the 

Halmos College 

welcomed 24 students 

from South Broward 

High School’s Ocean 

STEM summer camp 

to the Oceanographic 

Campus. These 

students worked with 

Halmos faculty and graduate students on growing corals, 

mapping invasive species, and working with sea turtles. In 

addition to their time at the Oceanographic Campus, these 

students visited the Fort Lauderdale/Davie Campus and the 

Marine Environmental Education Center to meet “Captain” 

and learn about sea turtles. At the Fort Lauderdale/Davie 

campus, met with faculty and staff to learn about environmental 

sampling. They then visited the Alvin Sherman Library to learn 

how to use NSU’s marine science research databases.

The week culminated with a day-long shark tagging trip 

sponsored in part by the Marine Industries Association of South 

Florida. During this trip, the students captured, sampled, tagged, 

and released seven sharks, including a Hammerhead! 

The OSTEM camp is an innovative summer program designed to 

allow students to explore marine career fields and do research 

investigations centered on marine and aquatic environments.

Upcoming EventsNews
Mark your calendar 

to join other 

marine industry 

professionals at the 

next Maritime Monday 

on August 6th from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
at Boatyard, located at 

1555 SE 17th Street, 

Fort Lauderdale. As always, MIASF will buy the first drink for 

members and their guest and light bites will be provided. We 

hope to see you there!

Veteran Networking Event
In conjunction with the team at MISSION UNITED, MIASF will 

be hosting an evening networking event for MIASF member 

companies and veterans looking for their next career. Join us on 

Wednesday, August 29th from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at MIASF’s 

Flagship Room for a unique opportunity to meet motivated 

veterans with the right attitude and aptitude to work in the 

marine industry. Light refreshments will be served.
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MARINE INDUSTRY 
MEMBERS:

Peer Consulting and 
Management, LLC
Marieke Van Peer

Email: mvanpeer2@

gmail.com 

Website: www.

VanPeerConsulting.com 

Phone: 786-210-1160

Company Description: Peer Consulting and Management, LLC 

provides services to your entire marina's assets with the goal 

of boosting efficiency and profitability. We oversee facility 

operations to include; merger transitions, operations set-up, and 

hands-on management with strong administrative support.

We offer staff training in safety as well as customer service and 

our team will not only help with marketing and advertising, we 

can also help identify new revenue streams. We maximize the 

potential of your facility!

For information on joining MIASF, email Sean Smith at sean@
miasf.org.

Welcome Aboard New MembersNews


