
November’s elections resulted in a new administration 

for the state of Florida, as well as a new crop of elected 

officials representing us in Tallahassee and Washington, 

D.C., all of whom will need to be educated on the strength of 

the marine industry and its economic impact here in South 

Florida. Having the new numbers available from our latest 

economic impact study by Thomas J. Murray and Associates 

will certainly help demonstrate the upward trend of the size 

and scope of our industry in a very timely way.

Although the 2019 Florida Legislative Session officially 

begins in March, committee hearings and public testimony 

are currently underway, and we will be advocating for 

several items that impact the marine industry.

• The reduction of the refit and repair sales tax cap. 

In 2016, we spearheaded the legislation that capped 

the sales tax on vessel refit and repair at $1 million, 

consequently spurring other states to quickly cap their 

sales tax at $500,000. This year we will pursue the 

passage of a subsequent bill to reduce the sales tax cap 

on vessel refit and repair to $500,000 so that we can 

remain competitive with our neighboring states that are 

interested in challenging South Florida’s reputation at 

the refit and repair capital. 

• Appropriation request to fund a comprehensive 

transportation study. For the past several years, MIASF 

has been working closely with the U.S. Coast Guard 

and All Aboard Florida to ensure the introduction of 

high-speed passenger rail does not negatively impact 

the continued navigability of the New River. While we 

successfully negotiated a full-time bridge tender and 

limits on the rail bridge openings to a maximum of 

60 minutes within 120 minutes, increased passenger 

rail service from Brightline (soon to be Virgin), plus 

the potential launch of Tri-Rail Coastal Link, require 

a comprehensive study by the Florida Department 

of Transportation on the feasibility of building a 45’ 

bascule bridge over the New River and continuing it 

across Broward Boulevard to the Brightline Station. 

Previous studies have concluded that a 45’ bascule 

bridge would eliminate the need for 85% of bridge 

openings. 

• Transportation funding flexibility. We will be supporting 

the Broward Metropolitan Planning Organization’s 

desire to have flexibility with State and federal 

transportation funding to allow for road building dollars 

to be used for other infrastructure needs, like the bridge 

over the New River.

• Marine Research Hub funding. Now in its third year, The 

Marine Research Hub is making tremendous headway 

in promoting the collaboration and commercialization 

of university research in South Florida. With its 

recent 501(c)3 designation and Board of Directors 

appointments, the Marine Research Hub is ready to 

go to the next level. The Marine Research Hub will 

be submitting an appropriation request to the State 

for funding to hire a full-time director to oversee its 

operation and work toward attaining the desirable Blue 

Tech Cluster status for the region. 
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We will be sure to provide the House and Senate sponsors 

and bill numbers as they are assigned so that you can track 

the progress throughout Session.

Phil Purcell

CEO/President, Marine Industries Association of South Florida

MIASF Business Spotlight: Jungle Queen Riverboat CruisesNews
Jungle Queen 

Riverboat Cruises 

was started in 1935 

by Captain Al Starts 

and consisted of a few 

small sightseeing boats 

that gave sightseeing 

tours through the 

"Venice of America," 

Fort Lauderdale's New 

River during the thirties. After World War II the Jungle Queens 

traveled the waterways and waterfront homes to the delight 

of their passengers. Soon there was a dinner cruise that ran the 

same type of cruise at night but with dinner and a show at a 

tropical isle on the New River.

Earl Faber, a former vaudevillian, took over in 1958 and added 

a vaudeville show and it stayed popular for many years with 

its unique format. Earl passed away in 1963 and the family 

continued the business. In 1963 Jerry Faber, Earl's son took over 

and expanded promotions, increased the staff, added alcoholic 

beverages, and built the new "old fashioned sternwheeler," a 

500-passenger vessel. That created more demand and increased 

business and passenger counts into the hundreds of thousands 

every year. It truly is "World Famous Jungle Queen" and has 

remained a laid-back casual, relaxed cruise for everyone. In 

2014, after running the business for 51 years, Jerry Faber passed 

away. He left behind a legacy and became an icon in the tourism 

industry. Now moving on to the third generation, his family 

continues to run the business and strives to keep smiles on 

thousands of tourists' faces each year.

...Continued from previous page.

Faces in the Industry: Erika Reineke, Co-Host of Salty JobsNews
Erika is a Fort 

Lauderdale native 

who started her sailing 

career on the Atlantic 

Ocean at Lauderdale 

Yacht Club. Years 

of hard work and 

perseverance have 

made her a prominent 

figure in the sailing world. Erika received her Bachelor of 

Science in Environmental Geosciences at Boston College, where 

she was the first person to win four Singlehanded National 

Championships, along with numerous other awards, and was 

named to the ACC Academic Honor Roll. She is now a full-

time U.S. Sailing Team Athlete hoping to represent the U.S. at 

the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan. With the support of 

friends, family, and sponsors she feels confident she will succeed 

in her mission to bring home the gold.

Erika debuted in a recent episode of Salty Jobs as Sean Smith’s 

cohost on the popular video series that showcases marine 

industry jobs. Be on the lookout for Erika in additional episodes 

throughout Season 2.
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Habitat for Humanity Sponsorships AvailableNews
MIASF is accepting 

sponsors for a 

third home build with 

Habitat for Humanity 

Broward. With 

tremendous support 

from members in 

the past, MIASF built 

Broward Habitat’s 

first-ever two-story duplex and a single-story home for a 

disabled Army veteran and his family. This time, the home build 

will take place in Pompano Beach at the 77-home Rick Case 

Habitat Community. Sponsors can choose from three levels 

of support with correlating exposure and tax credit benefits, 

as well as a selection of company build-days. Previous Habitat 

sponsors have enjoyed camaraderie, team-building, a sense of 

community, and the power of lending a hand-up to a deserving 

family or individual who is selected from thousands of applicants 

and meets strict eligibility guidelines. Visit www.miasf.org/

habitat-for-humanity-main/ to download the sponsorship form or 

contact nicole@miasf.org for additional information.

Latest Economic Impact Study ReleasedNews
The Marine Industries 

Association of 

South Florida and the 

Greater Fort Lauderdale 

Alliance released new 

numbers in an updated 

marine industry 

economic impact study 

produced by Thomas J. 

Murray and Associates, Inc. The study indicates steady growth 

in major categories like total economic output, marine-related 

sales, and job numbers since 2014, when the study was last 

released.

Phil Purcell presented the results at a member business 

luncheon hosted in Miami, where marine-related sales 

increased an unprecedented 124%. Phil told the audience 

of more than 100 that despite the marine industry being a 

powerhouse in South Florida, it’s important that we routinely 

have an economic impact study conducted to confirm the 

numbers and offer insight into trends that we can then share 

within the industry and with the community and our elected 

officials. 

Regionally, the marine industry economic output increased from 

$11.5 billion to $12 billion and marine sales of $2.979 billion 

represented more than 44% of the State’s total. Additionally, 

regional job numbers increased by nearly 6,000 for a total of 

141,788. With outdoor recreation comprising 2% of the U.S. GDP, 

and recreational fishing and boating representing half of that, 

it’s evident that we need to continue to protect and support our 

working waterfront, while subsequently offering a meaningful 

career path for skilled trade professionals.

For additional information, an executive summary of the 

Economic Impact of the Recreational Marine Industry in 

Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties can be accessed 

at www.miasf.org/about/library/.
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U.S. Coast GuardNews
Due to the federal 

government 

shutdown, the Coast 

Guard Foundation 

dinner to honor 

members of USCG 

District 7 on January 

24th had to be 

postponed. The 

Foundation is hopeful that it will be able to reschedule the 

dinner in March and is in the process of contacting each sponsor 

and ticket purchaser to advise them of the situation.

In the meantime, the Coast Guard is the only U.S. military branch 

that is unpaid during the government shutdown. Although 

some members of Congress are working to correct this unfair 

policy, the Foundation is accepting gas and food gift cards in $20 

increments for furloughed and non-paid working Coast Guard 

members. Gift cards can be dropped off at MIASF’s office to be 

delivered to the Foundation for distribution.

Marine Industry Day for Broward BRACE AdvisorsNews
On Thursday, 

January 10th, 

MIASF partnered 

with the Greater Fort 

Lauderdale Alliance to 

hold a Marine Industry 

Day for Broward 

County’s BRACE 

Advisors (Broward 

Advisors for Continuing Education). Many thanks to the speakers 

from RPM Diesel, RMK Merrill-Stevens, Ward’s Marine Electric, 

Maritime Professional Training, and Water Taxi Fort Lauderdale. 

The BRACE Advisors immediately recognized the opportunities 

in the marine industry and engaged the speakers with questions 

regarding career paths for each of their various industry 

segments. Sean Gallagan from Broward College and John 

Flanagan from MPT discussed where students could receive the 

training required for different industry careers, while Brittani 

Severn from RMK, Adam Shattenkirk from Ward’s, Peter Berkley 

from RPM and Bill Walker from Water Taxi talked about what 

they look for in potential employees. This gave the advisors 

great information to take back to their students to better direct 

them toward marine industry careers.

Junior Achievement Career Bound ProgramNews
MIASF hosted 

a group of 32 

students from Junior 

Achievement South 

Florida on Friday, 

January 11th as part 

of JA’s Career Bound 

program. Richard 

Grennen from FHG 

Marine, Juno Prudhomm from Denison Yacht Sales, Ionna 

Hernandez from Marshall Island Registries, and Megan Lagasse 

from Pier 66 spoke to the students about career opportunities 

in the marine industry. The panel was moderated by Sean Smith, 

MIASF’s Director of Development and host of Salty Jobs. All the 

speakers on the panel are members of Young Professionals in 

Yachting and shared valuable experience and advice for young 

people looking for opportunities to grow in marine industry 

careers. 

After the presentation the students took part in a Water Taxi 

tour to learn about the industry from the New River. The 

tour took the students past different marinas and boatyards 

while the speakers discussed the wide variety of career 

opportunities available. The students were fascinated by how 

many different types of marine businesses exist and asked 

engaging questions about how to pursue careers in the different 

areas of specialization. They even got to witness a boat being 

towed down the river! Initial feedback was excellent, with many 

students looking to follow-up for more detailed career advice.
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Informa Global 
Exhibitions has 

promoted Andrew 

Doole to head up 

its US Boat Shows 

division, which includes 

the Fort Lauderdale 

International Boat Show, 

Miami Yacht Show, 

Palm Beach International Boat Show, and St. Petersburg and 

Sarasota Suncoast shows. Andrew is an active member of 

Florida’s marine industry as a member of the board of directors 

for the International Super Yacht Society, the Marine Industries 

Association of South Florida, and has previously served on the 

board of Fort Lauderdale’s Winterfest Boat Parade.

For the third consecutive year, South Florida-based Nautical 
Ventures was named one of the Top 100 Dealers in North 

America by Boating Industry magazine. The Boating Industry 

Top 100 has recognized the top dealers in North America every 

year since 2005. Business operations, professionalism, marketing 

tactics, and customer service are among the criteria considered. 

The award ceremony took place following the Marine Dealer 

Conference & Expo in Orlando, where Nautical Ventures also 

contracted with the Beneteau Group to carry its new Antares 

Boat line.

Bradford Marine, a prominent mega yacht repair facility, marina, 

and yacht brokerage with locations in Fort Lauderdale and Grand 

Bahama, announced that it has agreed to terms to be acquired 

by Fort Lauderdale Yacht Harbor for an undisclosed price. The 

acquisition of all assets of the Fort Lauderdale property closed 

on January 1, 2019, while the acquisition of Bradford Marine 

Bahamas is pending customary governmental approval from The 

Bahamas. Both properties will continue operations as normal 

and will retain the “Bradford Marine” and “Bradford Marine 

Bahamas” names under FLYH ownership. Julie Fisher Berry, 

Principal of Marina Investments Group, Stiles Realty, brokered 

the transaction.

Luxury Financial Group has announced the addition of three 

key people to its group. Joining the team are Kelly Armstrong as 

Junior Underwriter, Dana Endicott as Luxury Financial Specialist, 

and Lindsay Way as Luxury Financial Specialist.  Kelly, Dana 

and Lindsay bring decades of experience in underwriting and 

financing sales with them.

Registration is open for NMMA’s ‘Trade Talks’ seminar, taking 

place ahead of the Progressive® Insurance Miami International 

Boat Show on Wednesday, February 13th from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 

p.m. at the Four Seasons Hotel in Miami. The 2nd annual panel-

style seminar will provide participants insight into the recent 

changes in trade policy. 

‘Trade Talks’ 2019 is split into two parts. The first, an interactive 

Q & A panel session, will focus on the State of Trade and 

highlight what’s happening globally with evolving trade policies 

and free trade agreements, including the new United States–

Canada–Mexico Agreement (USCMA) and those currently under 

negotiation with the EU, Japan and UK. Kellie Meiman Hock, 

managing partner at McLarty Associates, who works with major 

multinational companies as they navigate trade issues and 

previously worked for the US Trade Representative where she 

handled trade negotiations with numerous South American 

countries, will be part of the panel. 

For the second panel, attendees will hear from industry leaders 

on the Triple Threat on Trade—the impact of the trade war on 

the recreational boating industry. Industry insiders will discuss 

the rising raw material and component costs and lost export 

markets. NMMA recently added Bill Yeargin, CEO of Correct 

Craft, and John Hoge, vice president and partner of Sea Eagle 

Boats, to this panel. Both Yeargin and Hoge have navigated the 

recent trade war and will provide insights on the experience 

from their perspectives.

Click here to register. $25.00/member–$35/non-member. 

Refreshments will be served, sponsored by Crowe LLP.  The 

seminar will be followed by a networking cocktail hour, 

sponsored by Robert Allen Law. For more information, please 

contact NMMA Sr. Director for Export Development, jbalzano@

nmma.org. 

Nova Southeastern University’s Huizinga College of Business 

& Entrepreneurship and the College of Engineering and 

Computing will offer MIASF members a 20% discount off 

published tuition rates when enrolling in a Graduate Business or 

Engineering and Computing degree program. The tuition award 

is applied over the duration of the program, which is designed 

for the working professional with evening and online courses 

available. Eligibility is contingent on employment verification, 

which must be completed prior to registration at the beginning 

of each term. For more information, contact Michael Covili at 

mcovili@nova.edu. 

Member NewsNews
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Upcoming EventsNews
February’s Maritime 

Monday will be 

held at the Funky 

Buddha Brewery at 

1201 NE 38th Street, 

Oakland Park. Join 

friends and colleagues 

on February 4th for 

networking, food, and 

brews from 5:30 p.m. to 

7:30 p.m. – and stay on after the event for more fun with Funky 

Buddha’s Trivia night. MIASF members and their guest receive 

one complimentary beverage and light bites. Funky Buddha is a 

home-grown brewery with international acclaim.

MIASF members are invited to the Kick-Off Party for the 42nd 
Annual Broward County Waterway Cleanup on February 
7th from 6:00 pm. to 8:00 p.m. at The Flagship at MIASF, as 

this year’s official artwork by Steve Diossy is revealed. Enjoy 

hors d’oeuvres and two complimentary drinks (cash bar after). 

Many thanks to National Save the Sea Turtle Foundation for 

sponsoring this event! Click here to RSVP.

Sailorman will host an MIASF Member Mingle Chili Cook-Off 

on Saturday, February 9th from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at 3000 

South Andrews Avenue in Fort Lauderdale. MIASF members are 

encouraged to put their culinary skills to the test to win $100 

for the best chili entered. Not in the mood to cook? Just stop 

by for free food and drinks and live music. Click here for more 

information and to enter the contest.

Join MIASF in supporting the Chris Hixon Memorial Inaugural 
5K Run and Walk on Saturday, February 16th at Charnow Park 

in Hollywood. The race begins at 8:00 a.m., with check-in starting 

at 6:30 a.m. Register online for $30 or onsite for $35. Trophies 

will be awarded to the top three finishers and all finishers will 

receive a medal. The first 10 MIASF members to register for the 

run and email info@miasf.org a screenshot of their proof of 

registration no later than Tuesday, February 5th, will receive a 

free Team MIASF shirt! Please include your t-shirt size when you 

email proof of registration.

The Chris Hixon Memorial 5K honors the memory of Chris Hixon, 

a victim of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School tragedy 

that took place on February 14, 2018. Chris was an athletic 

director, coach, and campus monitor for more than 20 years with 

Broward County Public Schools Additionally, he was a retired 

U.S. Navy Machinist Mate First Class, having served 27 honorable 

years - five active duty and 22 reserve. All proceeds will support 

the Chris Hixon Athletic Scholarship Foundation. For more 

information and to register, click here.

Cherry Bekaert is hosting a happy hour at the Rusty Pelican on 

Friday, February 15th, from 6pm-8pm and all MIASF members 

are invited to attend and network and relax after day two of the 

Miami boat shows. Register online by clicking here.

Do you have news you want to share? Send updates to pr@miasf.org 

to be considered for publication in upcoming issues of the newsletter.

Past EventsNews
Maritime Monday 

at Township on 

January 7th was another 

great networking 

and social event with 

MIASF members. The 

downtown location and 

great weather enticed 

about 40 people to attend the first gathering of 2019. With it’s 

modern German beer hall vibe and urban street food classics, 

Township was a casual, convenient spot to gather with friends 

and colleagues.

Once again, MIASF hosted a Miami Boat Shows Member 
Luncheon at the Rusty Pelican on Wednesday, January 17th. 

Thom Dammrich, president of NMMA, and Andrew Doole, 

president of Informa U.S. Boat Shows, provided 
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MARINE INDUSTRY 
MEMBERS:

Dockmate
Magen Sakal

Email: magen@

dockmate.us 

Website: www.

dockmate.us 

3112 SE 4 Ave.

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

Company Description: Dockmate® offers the latest in advanced, 

yet very affordable, wireless remote-control technology for 

your boat. Dockmate® will allow you to operate your boat's 

electronically - controlled engines, thrusters, anchor winch and 

horn from anywhere on your boat using a small handheld device! 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:

Advanced Work Vans
Michael Bretz

Email: mbretz@advancedworkvans.com 

Website: www.advancedworkvans.com 

3939 Pembroke Rd.

Hollywood, FL 33021

Phone: 954-981-8302

Company Description: We specialize in commercial van 

accessories and truck equipment. We offer cargo vans, pickup 

trucks, cargo trailers, walk-in vans, and vocational uplifts. The 

company also provides ladder racks, partitions, van accessories, 

van shelving, van storage, and more for commercial vehicles; 

and contractor grade products and storage solutions, including 

shelving, drawers, cabinets, partitions, aluminum toolboxes, and 

accessories. 

Riverside Hotel
Loma Grant

Email: lgrant@riversidehotel.com 

Website: www.riversidehotel.com 

620 E. Las Olas Blvd. 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Phone: 954-377-5467

Company Description: The hotel is minutes from the sandy white 

beaches of Fort Lauderdale, The Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 

International airport and Fort Lauderdale's cruise port, Port 

Everglades.

Relax in the heart of downtown Fort Lauderdale, where world-

class restaurants, hopping nightclubs and enchanting courtyards 

frame the city’s only hotel on the trendy Las Olas Boulevard – 

the Riverside Hotel. 

Cherry Bekaert
Michael Laur

Email: mlaur@cbh.com 

Website: www.cbh.com 

200 E. Broward Blvd., Suite 200

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Phone: 954-556-1720

Company Description: As a nationally recognized, growth-

oriented CPA firm, Cherry Bekaert LLP provides guidance and 

support that helps our clients move forward to reach their 

organizational goals. Our Firm’s industry specialists understand 

your marketplace, so we can help you make the most of 

emerging opportunities while minimizing compliance headaches.

For information on joining MIASF, email Sean Smith at sean@
miasf.org.

Welcome Aboard New MembersNews

timely updates on how the two shows – Progressive Miami 

International Boat Show and Miami Yacht Show – are working 

collaboratively and cooperatively on many aspects of the shows’ 

promotion, including advertising and marketing, ticket sales, 

and transportation. NMMA’s presentation included information 

on how this year’s show will have an environmental focus and 

Informa showed a 3D animated video of what the new show site 

will look like. 

...Continued from previous page.


