
As 2018 comes to a close, I hope that you and those 

closest to you had a healthy and happy year. Many of 

you may have heard me say on occasion that I like to “use the 

windshield, not the rearview mirror”. But one of the great 

things about December is that it’s both an ending and the 

herald of a beginning, a natural break to take stock of where 

we’ve been, where we’d like to be this time next year, and 

how we plan to get there. 

MIASF is in great shape heading into 2019. The Fort 

Lauderdale International Boat Show was an enormous 

success, and our partnership with Informa is stronger than 

ever. Our other events, the Broward County Waterway 

Cleanup and the Plywood Regatta, will start coming together 

beginning in January, and a revamped Marine Industry Day 

will be announced soon after. The MIASF Board of Directors 

has shown great leadership throughout the year, and the 

association’s various committees remain actively engaged in 

many facets of the community. 

I think you will agree that one of MIASF’s greatest assets 

is its team – a small group of dynamic and dedicated 

individuals who are collectively committed to promoting 

and protecting marine industry businesses and workers, as 

well as making progress and effecting change. After much 

thought and discussion, MIASF’s staff members will be 

moving to a four-day work week. Starting next month, each 

team member will work four 10-hour days. The office hours 

of operation will remain the same, Monday through Friday 

from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and there will be no interruption 

of services provided.

As technology advances continue to disrupt the status quo 

in so many areas, it’s important for the association to remain 

flexible and evolve with ever-changing opportunities. As 

the world weans itself of the need for brick and mortar 

buildings to conduct business, work/life balance has become 

more important than ever. This workday adjustment should 

allow the MIASF team to optimize the time they spend in 

the office as well as the time they spend at home with their 

family. 

I hope you have a wonderful holiday celebration and I look 

forward to seeing you in the new year!

Phil Purcell

CEO/President, Marine Industries Association of South Florida
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MIASF Business Spotlight: Merritt's Boat & Engine WorksNews
Merritt’s Boat & 

Engine Works is 

a family owned and 

operated business 

located on the 

Intracoastal in Pompano 

Beach, south of the 

Hillsboro Inlet. Allen 

Merritt, his son Roy, and 

grandson Roy Jr. can 

all be found on the premises actively involved in the day-to-day 

operations of the boat yard.

The Merritt family name personifies the growth of the boating 

industry in South Florida. After leaving their Long Island home in 

1947 Franklin (Roy) and Ennis Merritt purchased a 10-acre tract 

of land on the Intracoastal Waterway in Pompano Beach, Florida. 

In 1948 Merritt's Boat and Engine Works was born.

The boat yard was set up primarily to maintain the Merritt 

family charter boats, in addition to other charter and drift boats 

in the area. The boat yard soon became a very active place, as 

the Merritt reputation of quality work, and friendly customer 

relations grew. The personal qualities instilled by Franklin (Roy) 

and Ennis still exist in the values of the family, which has enabled 

the Merritt name to sustain very high standards for the past 63 

years.

The boat yard began building boats in 1955. The two sons, 

Buddy and Allen were involved in much of the yard's daily 

activities. Buddy managed the boat building division, and Allen 

was responsible for the supervision and administration of the 

business. Allen still holds that position to this day. As an avid 

fisherman, Buddy built what he perceived to be the perfect 

fishing boat. The first of his 37 footers were totally lacking 

the comforts taken for granted today. They were built for one 

purpose... to catch tuna fish. The results were a huge success. 

It became immediately obvious to the boating community that 

the Merritt name would not only represent outstanding service 

and repair, but also ground-breaking boat construction and 

expertise.

Many changes have occurred since the boat yard was started 

in 1948. While the 37-footers have grown to include yachts up 

to 86 feet, with many luxurious enhancements, the small mom 

& pop ambiance of the boat yard has basically remained the 

same. Many of the boat yard staff have remained dedicated to 

the company for decades, becoming truly a part of the Merritt 

family.

Although Merritt's is well known for boat building, service and 

repair, the company has branched out over the years to include 

Merritt Boat & Engine Works Brokerage (a full-service yacht 

brokerage), Merritt Marine Supply (a wholesale marine, aviation, 

and industrial supply company) and Smith-Merritt Insurance (a 

marine insurance business). Everyone at Merritt's looks forward 

to servicing its customers for many years and new customers are 

always welcome.

Staff Profile: Kelly SkidmoreNews
Since June 2016, 

Kelly Skidmore has 

been MIASF’s public 

relations specialist, 

writing the monthly 

newsletter, submitting 

press releases and 

articles to local 

publications, directing 

episodes of the Salty 

Jobs video series, and 

assisting with state legislative issues. Kelly grew up in Deerfield 

Beach, having moved there with her parents and four siblings 

in 1972. Early in her career, Kelly spent 12 years working with 

the real estate development company, Arvida, before trading 

it in for a job in the Florida Legislature. After 10 years as staff, 

Kelly ran for office and was elected as a State Representative 

and served from 2006 to 2010, representing portions of Coconut 

Creek, Deerfield Beach, Boca Raton, and Delray Beach. She then 

worked as VP of Community Relations in the corporate office 

of UnitedHealthcare Florida Plan, and as a private consultant 

before joining the MIASF team. Kelly and her husband live in 

Boca Raton and are devoted to their 23-year-old daughter, 

MaryAlice – and boating as often as possible.
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The Broward County Waterway Cleanup is Approaching!News
Each year MIASF 

organizes the 

annual Broward 

County Waterway 

Cleanup, which 

attracts thousands 

of volunteers from 

many neighborhoods 

and communities 

throughout the County. People of all ages come out in boats, 

canoes, kayaks, and paddleboards, as well as on land along the 

shore to clean every kind of debris from the waterways.

In 2019, the 42nd Annual Broward County Waterway Cleanup 

will be held on Saturday, March 2nd. All volunteers receive an 

official T-shirt and invitation to the Trash Bash volunteer thank 

you event. The cleanup runs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., with the Trash 

Bash immediately following. Volunteers must be 14 years of age 

to be on site without an 18+ adult. Scholarships are available to 

middle school and high school students through essay and art 

competitions. 

As a long-running and established community wide 

environmental initiative, the Broward County Waterway Cleanup 

is an unparalleled opportunity for local businesses to serve as a 

strong corporate citizen while also gaining valuable exposure. 

Put a team together and meet us out on the water! Sponsorship 

information is available here, by calling 954-524-2733, or 

emailing Nicole Hoekstra at nicole@miasf.org.

FLIBS Television Special Premieres This Sunday!News
DO NOT MISS IT! 

Don’t forget to 

tune into NBC Sports 

Network on December 
23rd at 5:00 p.m. to 

watch the debut of 

the one-hour special 

showcasing the 59th 

Fort Lauderdale 

International Boat Show. In addition to breathtaking footage 

of the expanse of the show and surrounding areas, as well 

as intimate visits aboard impressive vessels, the show also 

highlights events like the Wine Enthusiast Chef Competition, and 

the local Fort Lauderdale area.

Free HAZWOPER Training from NSUNews
ATTENTION – FREE 

HAZWOPER 

TRAINING! Through 

a grant awarded 

by the Occupation 

Safety and Health 

Administration (OSHA), 

Nova Southeastern 

University’s Institute 

for Disaster and Emergency Preparedness is offering a 

free 7.5-hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency 

Response (HAZWOPER) training. The class is ideal for all 

workers, especially those who could be “first-responders” to 

a hazardous materials incident, and training can be scheduled 

onsite at the workplace. Attendees will learn how to recognize, 

react, and protect themselves from chemical hazards. For more 

information, or to schedule a class, contact Philyppe Carré at 

pc716@nova.edu or (954) 262-1644.
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Pierson Grant Public 
Relations has 

announced the opening 

of its new 3,757 square 

foot office at Bayview 

Corporate Tower in Fort 

Lauderdale. Located 

at 6451 North Federal 

Highway, the newly 

renovated Bayview Corporate Tower is Broward County’s largest 

office building, offering a distinguished address with panoramic 

views reaching the ocean. The building features a modern on-

site café, newly constructed state-of-the-art tenant amenity 

center including a conference facility and fitness center, and a 

covered parking garage.

Lauderdale Marine Center (LMC) won Marina Dock Age’s 

Marina of the Year Hospitality Award. The award is in response 

to the focus on the customer experience at LMC over the past 

year, including upgrades to the facility, state-of-the-art gym, 

new docks to better accommodate customers’ needs, and the 

soon-to-open restaurant and bar. LMC was also recognized for 

its customized employee training program in partnership with 

Broward College that uses real-life examples that apply to 

customers and situations that employees may encounter.

Congratulations to FB Marine Group for once again being 

named one of the Top 100 Boat Dealers for 2018. Boating 

Industry magazine announced the winners at a black-tie gala 

earlier this month. 

ACR Electronics was recently honored by Broward County. 

Commissioner Beam Furr led a meeting of recognition, which 

proclaimed December 4, 2019 as "Broward County ACR 

Electronics Day." ACR Electronics Vice President Gerry Angeli, 

who is a Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce 

Chairman’s Circle member, was on hand along with several 

colleagues to accept the proclamation.

With Huey Lewis as the Grand Marshall, The Seminole Hard 
Rock Winterfest Boat Parade celebrated its 47th year on 

Saturday, December 15th with a procession of vessels that 

sailed a 12-mile route from downtown Fort Lauderdale to Lake 

Santa Barbara in Pompano Beach. Many vessels won awards that 

night, but the voting is still open for the People’s Choice Award. 

You can vote for your favorite entry once a day until January 

12th for a chance to win Southwest Airlines tickets. Votes are 

being accepted on the Winterfest Boat Parade App, at www.

winterfestparade.com, or by texting the boat entry number at 

23000, for example: Boat24.

Westrec Marinas announced that two Florida marina projects 

with large yacht facilities are underway at the Hall of Fame 

Marina in Fort Lauderdale and Fernandina Harbor Marina in 

Fernandina Beach. Hall of Fame Marine renovations are slated to 

begin this summer and the north dock will remain open during 

the work. The power will be upgraded, and 400 feet of wood 

dock will be replaced with 600 feet of concrete Bellingham 

Marine docks. The company expects the changes to be made 

ahead of next year’s Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show.

The Fernandina Harbor Marina in Fernandina Beach has been 

closed for the past two years after it was severely damaged in 

a direct hit from Hurricane Matthew in 2016. The city-owned 

marina on Amelia Island is also managed by Westrec Marinas. 

Plans are underway to reopen with transient dockage for yachts 

from 20 to 280 feet. The restoration work is expected to begin 

by the end of the year and completed in late May 2019.

Do you have news you want to share? Send updates to pr@miasf.org 

to be considered for publication in upcoming issues of the newsletter.

Member NewsNews
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Past EventsNews
With hundreds 

of people 

in attendance at 

MIASF’s headquarters 

in downtown Fort 

Lauderdale, the 

marine industry’s 

“Jingle and Fla-
mingle Holiday Party” 

was a huge success of food, fun, and festivities! Hosted by 

MIASF, USSA, IYBA, and YPY, the annual event that celebrates 

collaboration and camaraderie between multiple associations 

also provided a truckload of toys, stuffed animals, books, and 

gift cards to children being served at the Children’s Diagnostic 

and Treatment Center, which provides family-centered 

comprehensive prevention, intervention, and treatment 

services. Proceeds from the event support marine industry 

summer camps. Many thanks to all those who participated!

Jerry’s Marine Service was host once again to this year’s 

Industry Appreciation Open House on December 14th – an 

MIASF Member Mingle event. An enormous spread of pulled 

pork, deep-fried turkey, potatoes, sides, and dozens of desserts 

was laid out for all to enjoy. Congratulations to Jerry’s and 

Twisted Pig BBQ for another great event.

MIASF staff members attended the Advisory Council of Marine 
Associations (ACMA) meeting, held on December 10th at the 

Orange County Convention Center in Orlando in conjunction 

with the Marine Dealer Conference and Expo. Attendees from 

around the U.S. and Canada were welcomed by the Marine 

Retailers Association of the Americas, participated in a review of 

ACMA’s Resolutions, received an overview of federal legislative 

initiatives, and had an in-depth discussion of various state 

legislative issues. Although issues varied from state to state, at 

the top of every list was Workforce Development. MIASF will 

continue to work with local, state, and national stake holders to 

find solutions to the diminishing workforce.

Upcoming EventsNews
Please join MIASF for 

the first Maritime 
Monday of 2019 on 

January 7th from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
at Township Fort 
Lauderdale, located 

at 219 South Andrews 

Avenue. As always, 

MIASF members and their guest receive a complimentary 

beverage and light bites. Join friends and colleagues for 

networking and be on the lookout for additional Maritime 

Monday events being held each month, typically on the first 

Monday. For more information, contact sean@miasf.org. 

Meet us in Miami! MIASF will host a Member Luncheon at the 

Rusty Pelican on Wednesday, January 16th beginning at 11:30 
a.m. with a Miami Boat Shows update from NMMA President 

Thom Dammrich and Informa VP/General Manager Andrew 

Doole. The cost is $25 for members and $35 for non-members, 

and Anchor Members are free of charge. Space is limited! Please 

RSVP no later than December 28th. If you have any questions, 

contact nicole@miasf.org.
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MARINE INDUSTRY 
MEMBERS:

The Chappell Group
Tyler Chappell

Email: Tyler@

thechappellgroup.com 

Website: www.

thechappellgroup.com 

714 E. McNab Road

Pompano Beach, FL 33060

Phone: 954-782-1908

Company Description: The Chappell Group, Inc. (TCG) is a 

certified WBE/CDBE/SBE firm that covers the specialized fields 

of wetlands delineation, marina and wetland permitting, marina 

design, wetland mitigation, and monitoring; threatened and 

endangered species surveys and habitat management plans; 

environmental impact assessments; Phase I environmental site 

assessments; benthic surveys; and all forms of environmental 

permitting and compliance for Federal, State, and local 

agencies. In this regard, TCG is unique because engineering, 

environmental, regulatory, scientific, and operational field 

expertise are available for multi-disciplinary projects. 

Lagerhead Cycleboats
Drew Johnson

Email: Drew@lagerheadcycleboats.com 

Website: www.lagerheadcycleboats.com 

1534 SE 15th St.

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

Phone: 954-300-2401

Company Description: The ultimate fort myers party boat & fort 

lauderdale party boat. Whatever you want to call us – floating 

pedal tavern, cycleboat, or BYOB booze cruise, You’ll find no 

other experience as fun and unique as the Lagerhead Cycleboat 

Fort Myers party boat and Fort Lauderdale party boat!

Nowhere else can you enjoy: Friends, Fun, Drinks, Music, & Yes… 

Pedaling!

This is the Fort Myers Beach Party Boat & Fort Lauderdale Party 

Boat you can’t miss!

For information on joining MIASF, email Sean Smith at sean@
miasf.org.

Welcome Aboard New MembersNews


