
I hope everyone has enjoyed the long summer days and is 

gearing up for another great season in South Florida. Kids 

are back in school, primary elections have been held, and 

FLIBS planning is going strong. 

A newly designed entrance, an elevated food vendor and 

other changes Informa is making are sure to offer exhibitors 

and visitors a great show experience. 

As you may know, MIASF and Informa are working together 

to engage the Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention and 

Visitors Bureau in an expanded national and international 

marketing campaign to promote FLIBS in markets around the 

world, attracting new and diverse attendees, including many 

high-net worth individuals who may be unfamiliar with what 

Greater Fort Lauderdale has to offer. Toward that effort, we 

created a powerful video with local community leaders and 

hospitality experts who rely on the economic impact of the 

boat show. You can find the video on the MIASF website and 

YouTube channel.

If you haven’t already, please take the South Florida Business 

Journal survey so that the most accurate information 

available is included in the book of lists. The 4th Annual 

Marine Section of the SFBJ will be released in October at 

a special Breakfast with Journal held at MIASF’s Flagship 

Room. 

We are pleased that recent legislation signed by the 

president will allow yachts larger than 300 gross tons to 

fly the American flag, providing more opportunities for 

American crew as well as other benefits. Other new benefits 

that we’ve been working on include the launch of the 

Waterway View App and the New River Train App. 

As always, we value your membership in the association and 

look forward to continuing to advance the marine industry in 

South Florida.

Phil Purcell

CEO/President, Marine Industries Association of South Florida
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Faces in the Industry: Clayton Swart, MHG InsuranceNews
Where you are 

from/how long 
you have lived in FL? 

South Africa/10 years

• What is your 
current employment 
information? I am the 

Business Development 

Manager for MHG 

Insurance Brokers. 

In this role, I am 

responsible for providing insurance guidance and solutions to 

the yachting and local business communities

• How did you get interested in the marine industry? 

The love of the water and travel and diverse cultures. Also, how 

everyone in the industry has a love for travel and adventure. 

• How long have you been a member of MIASF? 5 years

• What is your favorite or most valuable benefit 
of membership? The MIASF is a great organization, as it is 

dedicated to help and promote its members. It is also very 

strong on the advocacy side showing awareness and how 

important the yachting industry is in Florida.  

• Are you involved in any other community 
organizations or events?  USSA, YPY, IYBA

• What do you do for fun? Travel, Sports, fishing

MIASF Business Spotlight: Bennett MarineNews
In 1959, Charles 

Bennett invented the 

first adjustable trim tab, 

dramatically improving 

a boat’s performance 

in an expanded range 

of conditions. Having 

earned a reputation for 

exceptional durability 

and reliability, Bennett 

Trim Tabs can be found on boats all over the world.

Bennett Marine continues to lead the way as the largest 

manufacturer of durable hydraulic and electric trim tab systems 

for a variety of boat styles and sizes. More than 50 years in 

business, millions of trim tabs sold, and unmatched customer 

loyalty and satisfaction, they proudly say that they’ve learned 

how to make extremely reliable products that outperform the 

competition, which is why most of the best boat builders in the 

world use Bennett systems as standard equipment.

Bennett designs its systems to last longer than the boat, 

because their primary goal is to keep boaters on the water 

enjoying the experience for years to come. 

Bennet’s worldwide distribution centers offer customer support 

and availability in over 60 countries.

Continued on next page...

Denison Yachting 

announced it 

has hired new Events 

Manager Keara Bell, as 

well as Lead Graphic 

Designer Laura Botu.

 

Bell will oversee 

all Denison related 

events, including boat shows, rendezvous and open houses, 

and will forge new relationships with key partners. Botu will 

lead the charge for all company branding and graphics, further 

strengthening the company's marketing efforts.

 

Denison's new office in Bradenton, FL is located at Twin Dolphin 

Marina, a strategic location with newer, larger slips, a friendly 

staff and amenities including a huge pool and one of the area's 

great restaurants, Pier 22.

 

The new office will be led by experienced yacht brokers, Gregg 

Member NewsNews
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Continued on next page...

Sommerville and Josh Olsen, who have lived in the area most of 

their lives. 

 

RMK Merrill-Stevens is preparing for delivery of the new 

100 BFMII (100 metric ton lifting capacity) mobile boat hoist. 

The custom 100-ton Marine Travelift will be in operation later 

this summer. The new lift will feature a number of innovative 

features and options designed to maximize operational 

efficiency. 2-speed hoists will provide increased lifting speeds 

when the machine is in high demand and in great fluctuating 

tides, while the wireless remote control will increase operational 

visibility of the boat, launching piers and surrounding area. In 

addition, detailed engine information, pressure displays, and 

load readout indicators are conveniently displayed on a 7" LCD 

touchscreen with optical bonding for maximum protection.

Do you have news you want to share? Send updates to pr@miasf.org 

to be considered for publication in upcoming issues of the newsletter.

...Continued from previous page.

Waterway View App is Now Available for Download!News
Download it today 

from Google Play 

Store or the Apple 

App Store! Be sure 

to check out your 

free listing or your 

promoted listing if you 

purchased one. If you’re 

interested in getting 

more information on 

promoted listings, 

contact jim@placesmobile.com. 

South Florida’s waterways were the first to be mapped for 

Waterway View, which brings the popular Google Street View 

technology onto the Intracoastal Waterway and the network 

of connected waterways, as well as to the many waterfront 

and land-based businesses serving boaters. The useful new 

tool will be helpful to experienced boaters, newcomers, and 

tourists looking to visually familiarize themselves with the many 

locations available to them by water. 

The Waterway View mobile apps are fully interfaced with 

Google Maps programming, giving boaters immediate access 

to information as they cruise. The Google Street View “blue 

line” will follow the waterway, helping boaters choose their 

destinations with the benefit of visual familiarization anywhere 

along the mapped waterways in Palm Beach, Broward, Miami-

Dade, and portions of Monroe counties.

US Flag Opened to Yachts of 300 Gross Tons or MoreNews
Americans who 

own yachts larger 

than 300 gross tons 

can now flag them in 

the U.S., thanks to an 

amendment included 

on a bill signed August 

13th by President 

Donald Trump. The 

new legislation reforms a law written in 1920 that defined a 

yacht as a vessel with a maximum volume of 300 gross tons, 

meaning Americans with yachts exceeding that limit were only 

able to flag their yachts in the U.S. if they registered them as 

commercial vessels. 

Large yachts cannot carry cargo or passengers for hire, but the 

law appears to allow bareboat chartering. The vessels must 

also comply with other requirements for U.S. documentation, 

including citizenship requirements for the yacht’s owner and 

crew, and owners must disclose the identity of the yacht’s 

beneficial owner to the U.S. Coast Guard.

A specific U.S. Large Yacht Code is now being developed by 

the U.S. Coast Guard that will go into effect in 2020. In the 

meantime, a private yacht over 300 gross tons will now be able 

to fly the U.S. flag.

Kitty McGowan, president of the U.S. Superyacht Association, 

which spearheaded the initiative and advocated for its passage, 

believes that the economic impact of more large yachts 



PAGE

04Marine Industry Association Newsletter August 2018 | MIASF.ORG< Back

...Continued from previous page.

MIASF Education and Workforce CommitteeNews
Does your business 

need employees? 

The MIASF Education 

and Workforce 

Committee has been 

working on some great 

workforce initiatives 

and actively recruiting 

marine businesses to 

join the committee. 

Some of the current initiatives include:

• Raising awareness for marine industry careers through 

school engagement and the Salty Jobs video series

• Placing high school and college students in summer 

internships in the marine industry 

• Evolving the Salty Jobs website to include an interactive 

marine industry job board 

• Working with United Way/Mission United to help place 

veteran job seekers in marine industry careers

• Developing a marine industry apprenticeship for 

shipyard skills

If you’re interested in joining the committee, contact Sean Smith 

at sean@miasf.org for more information.

being flagged in the U.S. could be significant, as these large 

vessels provide more opportunities for American crew, and keep 

yachts traveling in U.S. waters and spending more time in our 

repair and refit yards.

Last Call!News
Have you updated 

your directory 

listing? Updates are due 

no later than Friday, 

August 31st. If you 

haven’t done it already, 

log in to your MIASF 

profile and confirm your 

company details or make any necessary edits. Once we send it to 

the printer, no additional changes to the printed directory can be 

made.

FLIBS Economic Impact VideoNews
As part of a recent 

presentation to the 

Broward County Tourist 

Development Council 

to request funding for 

additional marketing 

opportunities related 

to FLIBS, we created 

a powerful video with 

community leaders and hospitality industry experts talking 

about the importance of the economic impact of the boat show. 

Be sure to check it out here and help spread the word by sharing 

it with your social media contacts.



PAGE

05Marine Industry Association Newsletter August 2018 | MIASF.ORG< Back

Welcome Megan Piggott!News
We are delighted 

to introduce 

Megan Piggot, who 

recently joined the 

MIASF team as our 

intern, helping with 

office operations and 

special projects. Megan 

is a student at Nova 

Southeastern University and is in the first year of her MBA 

program in marketing. Originally from Jacksonville, Florida, 

Megan is studying at NSU on a basketball scholarship and plays 

guard on the NSU Shark’s Women’s Basketball team. Please take 

a moment to welcome her to the marine industry when you see 

her in the office and at our events.

Exciting Enhancements to FLIBSNews
From the moment 

guests arrive 

at the 59th annual 

Fort Lauderdale 

International Boat 

Show (FLIBS), a variety 

of enhancements to 

form and function will 

offer a fresh approach 

to enjoying the largest in-water boat show in the world and an 

even more successful sales environment for exhibitors. 

One of the most noteworthy changes to the 2018 show, set 

to take place October 31 to November 4, is the redesign and 

repositioning of the main entrance several hundred yards to the 

north end of the Bahia Mar Hotel and Marina property, along 

Seabreeze Boulevard, just south of the International Swimming 

Hall of Fame and Marina. The newly designed entrance will 

feature a plaza-like configuration, efficiently designed security 

and a VIP and exhibitor gate. The previous main entrance will be 

used for exhibitor move-in, move-out and other show logistics, 

thus improving access for both attendees and exhibitors.

New River Railroad Bridge AppNews
Brightline launched 

two new resources 

for mariners interested 

in the operations of 

the New River railroad 

bridge in downtown 

Fort Lauderdale. The 

company has developed 

a mobile app and 

website to give mariners access to the latest bridge operating 

plan for passenger trains, which is updated in real time. 

The New River Bridge app can be found in both the Android 

and Apple and online at http://www.nrbinfo.com. These 

resources are updated in real time and are currently only for the 

movement of Brightline’s passenger trains. Mariners are strongly 

encouraged to hail the bridge monitor by phone, 305-889-5572, 

or on VHF channel 9, to receive the most up-to-date information 

about upcoming bridge movements.

Visit www.gobrightline.com or download the GoBrightline app 

to view train schedules.
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Continued on next page...

Past EventsNews
The August Maritime 

Monday held at 

Boatyard was a perfect 

late-summer night of 

casual conversation 

and lots of networking. 

Approximately 50 

members attended, as 

this event continues to grow in popularity.

Upcoming EventsNews
Don’t forget - 

September’s 

Maritime Monday will 

be held on September 

10th from 5:30 p.m. to 

7:30 p.m. at Shooter’s 

Waterfront. Members 

and their guest will 

receive a free drink. 

Come connect with other marine industry members over light-

bites and drink specials on the Intracoastal Waterway. Parking 

options include $5.00 valet and metered parking in the adjacent 

garage – or you can always come by boat!

MIASF’s quarterly Member Mingle will be held at Frank & 

Jimmie’s Propeller on Wednesday, September 26th from 5:30 

p.m. to 7:30 p.m. This is a great opportunity to mix and mingle 

with old friends and new while visiting a member facility. Anyone 

interested in hosting a Member Mingle can contact Sean Smith 

at sean@miasf.org to get the details.

MARINE INDUSTRY 
MEMBERS:

Marine Travelift 

Brock Rubens

Email: brubens@

shuttlelift.com 

Website: www.

marinetravelift.com 

49 E. Yew Street

Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

Company Description: Marine Travelift is the world's premier 

and most experienced manufacturer of boat handling 

equipment. We offer the most complete product line in the 

industry, including mobile boat hoists (15-1,500 metric ton 

capacity and greater), self-propelled transporters, and marine 

forklifts. Since our first mobile boat hoist built in the mid 1940’s 

and incorporated in 1954, we have continued to deliver the 

innovative solutions your business needs to get the job done. 

We continue to design our world class equipment by listening to 

operators to incorporate the performance they need to better 

serve their customers. This commitment to designing, building 

and supporting reliable, heavy-duty machines has resulted in 

over 4,000 Marine Travelift mobile boat hoists in operation 

worldwide. Our forklift line, first introduced over 25 years 

ago, continues to expand with the new Hydro M_Drive series 

featuring capacities of up to 54,000 lbs.

FHG Marine Engineering
Kathleen Hagan

Email: fhg@fhgmarineengineering.com 

Website: www.fhgmarineengineering.com 

757 SE 17th Street, Suite 464

Fort Lauderdale, FL33308

Phone: 954-504-2853

Business Description: FHG Marine Engineering Inc. is a yacht 

maintenance and repair company. Located in Fort Lauderdale 

covering the South Florida area, FHG specializes in-frame engine 

Welcome Aboard New MembersNews
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overhauls, preventive maintenance, and repair. Our U.S. Coast 

Guard licensed marine engineers offer hydraulics, HVAC-R, and 

electrical systems, trouble-shooting. 

Nassau Yacht Haven
Ty Roberts

Email: Ty@Nassauyachthaven.com 

Website: www.nassauyachthaven.com 

P.O. Box SS 5693

Nassau, Bahamas

Phone: 242-393-8173

Company Description: The Nassau Yacht Haven is a marina 

located in the heart of Nassau harbor in the capitol of the 

Bahamas. It is the first established marina in the country 

featuring 140 dock slips accommodating both local and transient 

vessels of lengths up to 220 feet and drawing up to 20 feet. In-

slip WiFi, electric and water available. Home to the world-famous 

Poop Deck restaurant and bar and a 5 star PADI dive center. 

Short Walk from a large shopping center, grocery store, tackle + 

boat service centers + more! 

United Island & Yacht
Joseph Dargavage

Email: Joe@unitedislandandyacht.com 

Website: www.unitedislandandyacht.com 

315 NE 3rd Avenue, Suite 1001

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Phone: 954-531-5018

Company Description: Yacht Agency. Catering to supeyachts 

prior to arriving, and while they are in the region of South Florida 

and the Bahamas. 

Bogantec Corp
Daniel Orellana

Email: info@bogantec.com 

Website: www.Bogantec.com 

1300 Sterling Rd., #9A

Dania Beach, FL 33004

Phone: 954-724-9898

Company Description: We started our journey in marine flooring 

with the creation of LightTec™ which had an incredible success 

in the market. The company kept moving forward revolutionizing 

marine flooring with is last creation EcoTeak™IMO (Fire rating 

certified by the International Marine Organization and approved 

by the US Coast Guard). 

SPLASH AgentSea
Joshua Weller

Email: info@splashagentsea.com 

Website: www.splashagentsea.com 

333 Las Olas Way, CU414

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Phone: 561-389-7100

Company Description: SPLASH AgentSea was created to change 

the way media is produced and consumed in the marine industry. 

We believe businesses of all sizes in the industry have the right 

to be excited about creating a strong digital presence in a media-

focused, content-driven world. Our passion is helping businesses 

develop and grow their presence through video, photography, 

editorial, and social media. 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:

TRYP by Wyndham Maritime Hotel 
Terry Sam

Email: tsam@innisfreehotels.com 

Website: www.tryphotelfortlauderdale.com 

2161 Maritime Blvd.

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312

Phone: 954-533-7846

Company Description: New nautical-inspired 150-room hotel 

with unique meeting space, 2-story lobby, rooftop deck, free 

airport shuttle, daily hot breakfast, Lobby Bar, Sports Theater, 

large aquariums, spa/pool and suites, including Family rooms 

with bunk beds and Fitness rooms. Located on Marine Mile, 

at Marina Bay Resort which includes the 168-slip marina, 

apartments and waterfront restaurant.

Albatross Endeavors, Inc. DBA International Quiksigns
Michael Meyer

Email: Mikem@quiksignsftl.com 

Website: www.quiksignsftl.com 

701 SE 17th Street

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

Phone: 954-462-7446

Company Description: International Quiksigns has been 

internationally supplying creative signage since 1990. Located in 

the heart of downtown Ft. Lauderdale, Quiksigns is a full service 

sign company, designing & creating signage for a multitude of 

industries, including but not limited to: Real Estate, Government, 

Marine, Automotive, Retail, Local Business, Law Enforcement, 

Security, Banking, Fleet Trucking, Hospitality Industry, 

Professional Sports and much, much more.

MBAF CPAs and Advisors
Adam Spiegel

Email: aspiegel@mbafcpa.com 

Website: www.mbafcpa.com 

301 E. Las Olas Blvd., 4th Floor

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Phone: 954-760-9000

Company Description: MBAF is a nationally recognized 

...Continued from previous page.

Continued on next page...
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accounting and advisory firm. More than 600 highly qualified 

professionals serve domestic and international clients across a 

broad range of industries and practices from our offices across 

the country. We offer a complete portfolio of services including 

assurance, tax and accounting, advisory, private client wealth, 

and technology consulting. Let our insight and expertise guide 

you in making smart financial decisions and meeting your 

personal and business goals. 

T. Spencer Samuels Insurance & Financial Services
Lisa Samuels

Email: lsamuels@iaac.com   

Website: www.tspencersamuels.com 

15436 66th Court N.

Loxahatchee, FL 33470

Phone: 954-895-0848

Company Description: Independent Insurance & Financial 

Services company in Palm Beach County. Our independence 

allows us to provide comprehensive services to fit your unique 

needs. From Employee Benefit Planning and investments to Exit 

Strategies and In-Depth Financial Planning we provide you with 

the services you need to help you pursue your financial goals. 

Lisa Samuels & Kelly Spencer have a focus on plans structured 

exclusively for the Marine Industry. Securities offered through 

International Assets Advisory, LLC. Member FINRA/SIPC.

For information on joining MIASF, email Sean Smith at sean@
miasf.org.

...Continued from previous page.


