
This month the MIASF team attended eMerge Americas, a 

premier technology event in Miami that convenes global 

enterprises, leading startups, and government leaders who 

are focused on innovating digital solutions that have the 

potential to transform industries across Latin America, North 

America, and Europe.

Worldwide technology advances continue disrupting the 

status quo as machines and robots take on more and more 

roles in various production processes and one of the fastest 

growing components of manufacturing innovation is 3D 

printing. A startling maritime innovation comes from a 

partnership between Livrea Yachts and Autodesk to build 

the world’s first 3D printed yacht. The Italian yacht company 

is using a robotic additive manufacturing process that could 

save money, diminish waste, and reduce specific production 

times from months to hours.

When we think about the innovations to come, the marine 

industry must become more agile and forward thinking. 

With a high percentage of the marine workforce aging 

out, the next generation will bring changes that challenge 

our imaginations – but only if they’re exposed to the 

opportunities in our industry. That’s why we are dedicated to 

making young people aware of marine-related jobs through 

our Salty Jobs video series and involved in our hands-on 

event, Plywood Regatta, where we also give out scholarship 

funds to kids who are planning to pursue a career in the 

marine industry.

At this year’s Plywood Regatta, we gave $6,000 in 

scholarships to six worthy students, and equally important, 

spark the imagination of 250 others who all spent the 

weekend building, painting, decorating, and racing their 

plywood creations. If you’ve never attended the Plywood 

Regatta, you are missing out on one of the most inspiring 

events anywhere. 

Paid apprenticeships, summer internships, and on-the-job-

training are trusted ways to build the necessary workforce 

for the future of our industry. Take a moment to assess your 

company’s ability to offer the job of a lifetime to the right 

attitude/right aptitude individual and become a part of the 

solution. 

As always, elevating awareness is critically important to our 

industry’s continued success and partnering with NBC Sports 

Network to broadcast a post-event, one-hour special of the 

Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show, as well as offer 

glimpses into the South Florida lifestyle and magnitude 

of our industry, provides a level of exposure never-before 

enjoyed by the boat show. With a three-year commitment 

to produce the special, NBCSN, MIASF, and Informa are 

continuing to move the needle in the right direction for the 

benefit of exhibitors and visitors alike.

Mark your calendar for the MIASF Annual Meeting and 

Awards Dinner on June 2nd, where Bill Yeargin, CEO of 

Correct Craft, will be the keynote speaker. Hope to see you 

there!

Phil Purcell

CEO/President, Marine Industries Association of South Florida

MIASF.ORG
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Member Profile: Steve Baum, D.S. HullNews
In March 1981, a 

few months after 

graduating high school 

in Cleveland, Ohio, 

18-year-old Steve 

Baum jumped in his 

Pontiac Grand Am with 

everything he owned 

and headed to Fort 

Lauderdale. Despite 

keeping two snow tires 

on the car as part of his fall back plan, Steve envisioned a life of 

surf, sand, and sun - and six weeks of Spring Break every year. 

He arrived on a Friday, at which point his father gave him a list 

of everyone he knew in the marine industry. With no boating 

experience and no understanding of bow from stern, Steve 

landed an interview at Cable Marine for that Monday morning. 

He was hired on the spot, handed a uniform, and put to work 

cleaning and organizing the yard. After a few weeks, he moved 

up to scraping barnacles, bottom painting, and polishing 

propellers. From that point, anything the Cable Marine team 

would teach him he wanted to learn. He hauled the boats out, 

cleaned, scraped, painted, and put them back in the water. He 

wanted to know everything he could about boats and how to 

fix them, and he spent the next seven years absorbing it all and 

helping in every facet of the yard, including driving the forklift 

and operating the Travelift. 

That hands-on education was invaluable. He fell in love with 

boats, met interesting people, and enjoyed working outside all 

day. But, he knew he wanted something more, so he enrolled 

in Broward College and went to school at night. Once partners 

Elmer Strauss, George Cable, and Joe LaFauci found out Steve 

was attending school, they paid for the remainder of his tuition 

until he earned his AA degree in Business. After graduating, he 

was promoted to Parts Department Manager at Cable Marine 

West.  

Steve acquired more and more knowledge on the management 

and parts side of the businesses, which included Cable Marine 

and D.S. Hull Company – the marine parts wholesale distributor 

and parent company to Boat Owners Warehouse (BOW). In 

1989, an opportunity for General Manager of D.S. Hull became 

available and Steve got the job. 

Although he was ambitious, Steve was not all work and no play. 

He married his wife Mercedes in 1992 and both his daughter 

Lindsay and son Daniel were born within four years. He and 

Mercedes, an elementary school teacher, bought a great house 

in kid-friendly Pembroke Pines and went about living the dream 

in South Florida.

When Steve took the job as General Manager at D.S. Hull, there 

were only two BOW stores; one in Fort Lauderdale and one in 

Riviera Beach. Soon, however, they added two more stores in 

Pompano Beach and Hallandale. By 1995, Elmer’s and Joe’s 

children, Terri and Jamie Strauss and Paul LaFauci, were involved 

in the business and the partners offered Steve and them a 

10-year, leveraged buy-out, which they accepted. Eventually, 

Jamie exited to pursue different dreams and Steve, Terri, and 

Paul continued growing and building the company. Then came 

the Great Recession of 2008 and they made the difficult but 

necessary decision to close the Hallandale store.

BOW rode out the recession and in 2015 renovated and 

expanded the Fort Lauderdale store, which was originally built 

in 1984. Despite a challenging construction schedule, the store 

was only closed for one day – operating at high volume during 

the complete reconfiguration of the property. After a three-year 

search for the right location, the company also opened a new 

store in Stuart last year.

Steve and Mercedes are now living in a community of boaters 

in Fort Lauderdale after spending 13 years commuting to 

and from Boca Raton. At least once a year, they visit family in 

Cleveland. Their daughter works full-time for D.S. Hull while 

earning her MBA at Nova Southeastern University. She’s held 

multiple positions within the company, from entry-level to 

assistant controller. Their son is a rising senior at Georgia Tech 

and will graduate in December with a B.S. degree in Aerospace 

Engineering.

Steve embraces two philosophies when it comes to running 

BOW. He’s not interested in being the biggest, he strives only 

to be the best; and every employee has a role to play so no job 

is more important than another. Moving forward, he’s looking 

at potential new stores in targeted markets, dabbling in real 

estate, and consulting. He is a member and previous chairman of 

the Marine Retailers Association of the Americas, and an active 

Anchor Member of MIASF. He is passionate about getting the 

word out that the marine industry has good jobs, pays well, and 

it’s fun!

37 years after taking a big gamble, he can probably sell the snow 

tires.



PAGE

03Marine Industry Association Newsletter April 2018 | MIASF.ORG< Back

Volunteer Profile: Barbara RapozaNews
Background (where 

you are from/
how long you have 
lived in FL) and 
current employment 
information:
I was born in Fall River, 

MA. I have lived in Ft. 

Lauderdale for 30 years. 

I am currently a 7th 

grade marine science teacher at New River Middle School.

How did you get interested in marine science? 

I grew up alongside a river where I fished, swam and chased 

horseshoe crabs. During my first windsurfing day at Ft. 

Lauderdale Beach, I encountered my first manatee. That sparked 

my interest in wanting to discover new marine life. Although I 

majored in Forestry, I now can relate all my interests through the 

marine environment.

What prompted your involvement in MIASF and what do you 
enjoy most about volunteering? 
Right after the sale of my windsurfing store called Windsurfing 

Madness, and returning to teaching, I learned about the Plywood 

Regatta sponsored by MIASF. I became a part of it immediately, 

trying to mentor students in boat building. I have been a part of 

this event for 20 years. I believe that if students took an interest 

in any capacity of the marine field, they would want to protect 

it and become better environmental stewards. But MIASF did 

more for our students than just offer us the Plywood Regatta. 

They offer students the opportunity to learn about other marine 

careers involving the boating industry. They have lectured in our 

classrooms and provided scholarships for summer programs. 

These are great reasons to continue volunteering with a great 

organization.

Are you involved in any other community organizations or 
events?  
I am the Florida Assoc. of Science Teachers conference 

chairperson. For 15 years I have arranged statewide science 

conferences for approximately 800 teachers. We offer sessions 

in Marine Science.  I also advise the Student Government at 

my school and recently resigned as the leader of the Broward 

County Science Fair after 15 years.

Why is volunteering important to you? 
I have been successful in my life despite growing up in a 

low economic area. I feel it’s important to give back to the 

community, so I try to inspire students.

What do you do for fun? I still windsurf but mostly I hike and 

snow ski.

MIASF offers its 

congratulations 

to FB Marine Group’s 

Kim and Randy Sweers, 

Honored Laureates at 

the 30th Annual Junior 

Achievement Business 

Hall of Fame, which was 

held on April 24th at the 

JA World Huizenga Center at Lillian S. Wells Pavilion of Broward 

College. 

New Nautical Coatings, Inc., which makes Sea Hawk, Hawk 

Epoxy, and Captain Jack’s brands of paints, has announced a 

program designed to transition military veterans into permanent 

roles in the company. The M2C program offers military veterans 

the opportunity to repurpose and hone their military skills 

into the ones necessary to succeed in the marine coatings, 

manufacturing, and sales business. Recent hires included 

Michele Durham as an operations specialist and Shannon Evans 

as a paint compounder.

Through the M2C program, New Nautical Coatings plans to 

add military veterans to key functional areas of the enterprise 

including manufacturing, operations, and sales as it expands 

its Sea Hawk, Hawk Epoxy, and Captain Jack’s brands of marine 

coatings and private label product offerings. Qualified military 

veterans are encouraged to reach out to New Nautical Coatings 

via OPTACorp (Operator Transition Assistance Corp) at info@

optacorp.com. 

Suntex Marina Investors has acquired an equity interest from 

RCI Group’s Miami Beach Marina. The state-of-the-art marina 

offers 400 slips with dockage for vessels up to 250 feet 

Member NewsNews

Continued on next page...
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Don't Forget to Vote in the Upcoming Board ElectionsNews
The MIASF 2018-

2019 Board of 

Directors election is fast 

approaching. During the 

first week in May, be 

on the lookout for an 

email that will include 

a link to sign-in to your 

member account to 

vote online. Regular 

members must have voted by noon on May 14th for the vote 

to count. Reminder: Affiliate Members are not eligible to vote 

in the Board of Directors Election. Candidates for the Board 

of Directors are Larry Acheson, Peter Berkley, Garnett Byrd, 

Andrew Doole, Walter Duke III, Dean DuToit, Chuck Fitzgerald, 

Aaron Leatherwood, Brian Luke, and Jeff Strong. 

and is located within minutes of South Beach and downtown 

Miami, and 15 minutes from Miami International Airport.

RCI and Suntex were recently selected by the city of Miami to 

redevelop the Virginia Key Marina, and Suntex also was selected 

by the city of Fort Lauderdale to redevelop the Las Olas Marina.

Keith Perfect has joined Northrop & Johnson as director of 

technology and intelligence. He will be based in the firm’s Fort 

Lauderdale office.

Perfect previously worked at Advantage Services, a Fort 

Lauderdale website design and IT services company, where 

he handled myriad projects ranging from customer service 

to tech support and website development for yachting and 

maritime companies. He later led its web and cloud development 

department. Perfect has a bachelor’s degree in information 

technology.

Perfect is an active board member of the Freedom Waters 

Foundation, a nonprofit organization that provides therapeutic 

marine-related experiences.

The Clearwater, Florida-based yacht retailer MarineMax has 

launched a mobile app in Florida to make scheduling boat service 

easier.

The Service Express app is available for Android and iOS. 

Customers who register their boat on the app can schedule their 

service in advance, including routine maintenance and service 

to be performed at the boat’s location, according to a company 

statement.

...Continued from previous page.

Golden Anchor and Awards of Excellence NominationsNews
With the Golden 

Anchor Award 
and Awards of 
Excellence, MIASF 

recognizes individuals 

and businesses 

from our industry 

or in our community 

whose outstanding 

achievement and contributions represent excellence and 

have had positive and significant impacts on the South Florida 

recreational marine industry. Click here to download the 

Anchor Awards Nomination form, which must be completed and 

submitted to patience@miasf.org no later than noon on May 

14th. Honorees will be announced at the MIASF Annual Meeting 

and Awards Ceremony on Saturday, June 2nd.
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Membership Dues ReminderNews
Reminder! All MIASF 

membership dues 

should have been paid 

by April 1st. Invoices 

and reminders were 

emailed to the point of 

contact listed on the 

membership account. 

Members who are 

delinquent have until June 1st (60 days) to pay in full before 

being removed from the directory. Contact sean@miasf.org with 

any questions.

NBC Sports to Air Coverage of 59th Annual FLIBSNews
NBC Sports Group 

will present 

coverage of the 59th 

annual Fort Lauderdale 

International Boat 

Show this December 

on NBCSN. Modeled 

after NBC Sports’ North 

American International 

Auto Show Special, the 

Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show program will showcase 

the latest vessels, technical innovations, and performance 

reviews, as well as highlight the wide array of lifestyle amenities, 

like unparalleled hospitality, dining, and shopping options in the 

area. Additionally, a “Best of Show” trophy created by renowned 

industrial designer, Derek Jenkins, will be presented to the most 

innovative new model design on display. Filming will take place 

at the Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show from October 

31-November 4. The exact date and time for this year’s Fort 

Lauderdale International Boat Show telecast on NBCSN will be 

determined in the coming weeks.

Summer Internship ProgramNews
Congratulations to 

Noah Dermody and 

Denison Yacht Sales! 

Noah Dermody grew 

up boating, fishing, and 

hunting in Florida and 

has a passion for the 

marine industry. Now a 

Florida State University 

student majoring in Environment and Society, he contacted 

MIASF in pursuit of a summer internship. MIASF connected 

Noah with Denison Yacht Sales, where he successfully secured a 

summer marketing internship. Well done!

Interested in hiring a summer intern? Finding skilled workers is 

the number one challenge to American companies. By investing 

in paid summer internships for high school and college students, 

marine businesses can begin to fill the employee pipeline, 

help young people develop necessary soft skills, and spark the 

interest of hard-working students to join the marine industry. In 

return, business leaders will get innovative ideas from students 

who don’t possess preconceived ideas of what can and can’t be 

done. Sean Smith, MIASF’s director of development and host of 

Salty Jobs, will be interviewing and assessing eligible students 

from the South Broward High School Marine Magnet program 

in May. Contact him now at sean@miasf.org to get on the list to 

meet the best and the brightest!
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NRMS Named a Magnet School of DistinctionNews
Congratulations to 

New River Middle 

School’s Marine 

Science magnet 

program, which is set 

to receive the Magnet 

School of America’s 

National Merit Award 

for Magnet School 

of Distinction. The Magnet Schools of America is a national 

organization whose mission is to provide leadership for 

innovative instructional programs that promote equity, 

diversity, and academic excellence for all students in public 

school choice programs. Recognition of the schools occurred at 

the 36th Magnet Schools of America Conference on April 29th 

in Chicago, Illinois. School representatives received a plaque 

during an awards ceremony that was the culmination of the 

conference. For more information about the Marine Science 

Magnet Program, contact the New River Middle School Magnet 

Coordinator at katherine.ofallon@browardschools.com.

Past EventsNews
The 22nd Annual 
Plywood Regatta 
organized by the 

Marine Industries 

Association of South 

Florida (MIASF) took 

place at the Dania 

Beach City Marina on 

April 14th and 15th. 

During the two-day boat-building and racing event students 

were introduced to the excitement and career opportunities 

associated with recreational boating. 

36 teams of South Florida middle school, high school, and 

college students built, painted, and decorated their uniquely 

designed vessels using only simple hand-tools, three sheets 

of plywood, 3M 5200 fast-cure caulk, and zip ties. On Sunday 

students competed in a series of spirited heats to determine an 

overall winner. 

1st Place winners: Beginner’s Division - Mission Blue from Palm 

Beach Maritime Academy; Intermediate Division – The Sea 

Biscuit from Cardinal Gibbons High School, Advanced Division 

– Play Attention from McFatter Technical School. The winner of 

the Lauderdale Marine Center Overall Cup was Play Attention, 

and the Fort Lauderdale Mariners Club Top Team Award went 

to Nautilus from Nova High School.

All Plywood Regatta proceeds benefit South Florida’s marine 

industry education programs and the Plywood Regatta 

Scholarship Fund. At the event, MIASF awarded $6,000 in 

scholarships to six students bound for careers in the marine 

industry: Hali Guiterrez will be attending Maritime Professional 

Training for crew training; Ashleigh Lucas, a junior at South 

Plantation High School is also dual-enrolled at Broward College 

and the University of Florida and is pursuing a career as a doctor 

for the U.S. Navy; Andreah Pierre will be attending Pomona 

College in Claremont, California and studying Marine Biology 

and Pre-Health; Natalie Gadelrab is a sophomore at Florida 

Institute of Technology studying Ocean Engineering; Ricardo 

Perez is majoring in Marine Biology at Tallahassee Community 

College; and Paul Womack will begin training for his captain’s 

license at Maritime Professional Training. Afterward, Maritime 

Professional Training, which is the Skills Café sponsor and 

sponsors a team at the event, offered to match the $1,000 

scholarship award for both Guiterrez and Womack.

Generous support from the community included, the city of 

Dania Beach, Westport Yachts, Lauderdale Marine Center, Fort 

Lauderdale Mariners Club, Teak Decking Systems, Seafarer 

Marine, Interlux, 3M, Boat Owner’s Warehouse, and High Seas 

Yacht Service.
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MARINE INDUSTRY 
MEMBERS:

Sea3 Systems, LLC
Dan Hanes

Email: dan_hanes@

hanes4.com 

Website: www.sea3-

systems.com  

401 E. Las Olas Blvd., Ste 130-679

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Phone: 561-404-4243

Company Description: Sea3 is a Naval Architecture and Ocean 

Engineering firm. We specialize in the design of medium size 

vessels, extensive refits, hybrid propulsion, and integration of 

automation and electromechanical systems. 

Viking Recruitment Ltd
Sue Price

Email: Sueprice@vikingrecruitment.com 

Website: www.vikingrecruitment.com 

Viking House, Menzies Road

Dover, Kent CT16 2FG

UK

Phone: +1 786 708 0928

Company Description: Maritime Crew Services, including 

recruitment, placement, travel, training and administration for 

cruise ships and yachts 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:

Cutting Edge Engraving
Jeremy Moening

Email: Jeremy@cuttingEdgeEngraving.net 

Website: www.cuttingedgeengraving.net 

201 SW 7th Avenue

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312

Phone: 954-626-0570

Company Description: Cutting Edge Engraving is a second-

generation engraving shop founded by myself, Jeremy Moening. 

I began learning the craft of engraving from my father at a 

young age. Growing up around the engraving industry has given 

me a passion for the art of letters. Along with the knowledge of 

30 years in the engraving industry, a creative eye, and inventive 

use of design was passed down to me, and this is what makes my 

work so unique. 

As a company, Cutting Edge Engraving prides itself on mixing 

old-world artistic concepts with 21st century technology. We 

provide that personal touch and attention to detail that modern 

day shops can’t fulfill. 

FBMC Benefits Management
Steve Joiner

Email: sjoyner@fbmc.com 

Website: www.fbmc.com 

Welcome Aboard New MembersNews

Continued on next page...

Upcoming EventsNews
Join us for Maritime 

Monday at The 

Boathouse on May 
7th from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. as we help 

celebrate the American 

Lung Association’s 

LUNG FORCE Turquoise 

Takeover. Wear 

turquoise and receive a second free drink! 

 Save the Date for the MIASF Annual Dinner and Awards 
Ceremony on Saturday, June 2nd, being held this year at the 

Conrad Hotel on Fort Lauderdale Beach. Special room rate 

available for overnight guests! Contact nicole@miasf.org for 

more information.

 

Mark your calendar for the 5th Annual Marine Industry Day 

on Saturday, June 16th at Esplanade Park. Sponsorships still 

available! Contact nicole@miasf.org for details.
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3300 Port Royale Drive North, Unit 401

Fort Lauderdale, FL  33308

Phone: 855-569-3262

Company Description: Since we opened our doors in 1976, 

there’s been no one better in the employee benefits business 

than FBMC Benefits Management, Inc. For more than 40 years 

we’ve made benefits better by delivering customized benefits 

solutions to diverse organizations and participant populations. 

We know benefits better than anyone because employee 

benefits is all we do. As your one-stop-shop, we will navigate 

the choppy waters of the benefits industry to deliver and 

manage perfect benefits packages for your workforce. Whether 

you need our full suite of services, or a select few, FBMC has 

a benefits solution for you. Our methodology is grounded in 

a four-part process that provides the complete package for 

securing and managing employee benefits.

For information on joining MIASF, email Sean Smith at sean@
miasf.org.

...Continued from previous page.


